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The last week of our Lord's earthly life, known in ec- 
clesiastical history as " Passion Week," was crowded with 
events of stupendous interest. These events are therefore 
detailed with great fullness in the Gospel narratives, espe- 
cially by the apostle John. The hours were numbered in 
which the Redeemer was to finish his great work on earth, 
and how was he "straitened until it was accomplished!" 
(Luke xii. 50.) Always intensely energetic, he was, if pos- 
sible, still more so duiing this eventful week. His enemies 
(\ were also unusually active and malignant. His own calm 

^ and gentle spirit was free from the agitations, that embar- 

r\ rass common men in seasons of severe trial, while his manner 

-^ • exhibited a growing sadness, and liis words an increasing 

tenderness, as the end approached. "Having loved his 
own which were in the world, he loved them unto the end." 
(John xiii. 1.) His teaching se^ms to deepen and expand, 
to glow witli a diviner earnestness, as it reveals greater 
wonders and holier mysteries in the work of redemption. 
His disciples feel an increasing reverence and awe in his 
presence as the shadows of Gethsemane and the cross 
gather abbut him. He submits to reproach, shame, and 
death with a meekness and gentleness that has no par- 
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allel in human history; All the incidents connected with 
this week of sorrows are instructive and suggestive. They 
furnish topics of endless study. 

The author has given in the following pages a consecu- 
tive series of carefully prepared historical and expository 
sketches touching all the recorded events of Passion Week. 
His style is clear and vigorous,, his arrangement natural 
and perspicuous, and his spirit calm, judicial, and devout^ 
Every page shows the work of a thoughtful, conscientious 
student of the Bible, whose object is to set forth Christ in 
all his glorious perfections as the Bedeemer and Saviour 
of men. His conception and his treatment of the subject 
are in some respects new, but there is nothing novel or sen^ 
sational aboat the book. It is a book that every devout 
Christian will read with delight, and such as will furnish 
food for thought and a stimulus to personal piety. We will 
place it among our best Sunday-school books, and hope that . 
it will be extensively useful. The author is an honored 
minister of the gospel, whose pen is consecrated to the 
Master's service. 

W. G. E. CUNNYNGHAM, 

Sanday'soliool Editor 
Nashville, Texm^ Ckstober, 1886. 
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Introductory. 



NO period of our Lord's earthly life is 
more profoundly interesting to the 
devout student than that embraced in the 
last week, known in ecclesiastical history as 
"Passion Week/' beginning on Sunday, 
April 2d, the day of his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem, and closing on the following 
Friday in the bloody tragecly of the cross. 
Around these few eventful days cluster many 
of the most thrilling incidents and instruct- 
ive lessons connected with the history of the 
incarnation. 

In order properly to appreciate his con- 
duct amid the severe trials through which 
he was called to pass ere his life-work was 
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finished, we must call to mind the object for 
which he came into the world ; and especially 
must we go back through several long, weary 
weeks, and contemplate him as he bids a final 
farewell to Galilee, and starts forth upon his 
journey to Jerusalem, for the very purpose 
of encountering ignominy and death. It is 
impossible for human language to describe 
or human imagination to conjecture his feel- 
ings as he turns away forever from these fa- 
miliar scenes. Here it was he had spent his 
childhood, his boyhood, and his young man- 
hood — those deeply interesting and impor- 
tant but obscure and unrecorded years of his 
earthly pilgrimage. Here it was he gave the 
first manifestation of his Divine power, and 
entered upon his ofiicial career. Here it wa& 
he formally made choice of "the Twelve," 
and delivered through them to the assem- 
bled multitude that grand inaugural of his 
Messianic reign, the wonderful " Sermon on 
the Mount." Here it was he spoke many of 
his richest parables and performed many of 
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his most noted miracles. Here it was "he 
came to his own, and his own received him 
not." And so after many weeks of earnest 
effort and patient waiting, he turns reluc- 
tantly away from these familiar scenes and 
cherished associations, for the purpose of 
"going up to Jerusalem." 

Going up to Jerusalem ! How these words 
open up the flood-gates of the soul, when we 
call to mind the place to which and the ob- 
ject for which he was going; for around the 
name of no city, either ancient or modern, 
do so many holy memories cluster as around 
the name of Jerusalem. From the earliest 
mention of it as the royal residence of Mel- 
chizedek (Gen, xiv. 18), on down to the 
present, as it lies a heap of moldering ruins, 
it has ever been an object of the deepest in- 
terest; and whether we consider it as a type 
of heaven, or as merely the chief city of God's 
chosen people, or in its strange and mourn- 
ful connection with the scenes of suffering 
and days of darkness of the " Man of sor- 
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rows," it challenges our attention as scarce- 
ly any thing else can do. Then, for this 
place of unusual interest, at a time of 
unusual interest, and with a purpose of 
unusual interest, the Master and his disci- 
ples set out upon their journey; and when 
we come to study the picture of the little 
company, as sketched by Mark, we find that 
"JesuB went before them," as If impatient to 
*' suffer the things predicted of Jbim, and 
enter into his glpry.'^ 

With true artistic sldll Mark gives us in 
these few words a graphic description of one 
of the grandest scenes ever witnessed upon 
earth. Farrar calls it the " transfiguration of 
self-sacrifice,'^ and describes Christ "going 
forth to meet death with bowed head,in all the 
maje&ty of sorrow;^' and as h.e thus precedes 
his disciples like an intrepid leader, they are 
at once "amazed" at his dauntless courage, 
and "afraid" for their own safety. Thus, 
although the bloody cross stands in full view 
at the end of the journey, he turns neither 
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to the right-band nor to the left, but presses 
onward with firm, unfaltering footstep, only 
pausing to administer to the wants or al- 
leviate the sufte rings of some poor child 
of sorrow. Neglecting no opportunity for 
teaching ignorance or ameliorating distress, 
but dividing his time between parables of 
instruction and miracles of mercy, he at last 
nears the goal of his heart's holiest purposes, 
reaching the little village of Bethany on Fri- 
day evening, March 31, just one week before 
his execution upon the cross of Calvary; for 
John tells us that "Jesus, six days before the 
Passover, came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
was." How sweet to the wearv wanderer, 
and how soothing to his sorrowing soul, must 
have been this renewal of friendship amid 
snch sacred associations! Here, uninterrupt- 
ed, he can rest his exhausted body and re- 
fresh his sad spirit, surrounded by friends 
true and tried; and so, amid the holy hush 
of that quiet retreat, he spends his last 
earthly Sabbath, keeping it holy unto God 
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by carefully resting from his customary la- 
bors, and calmly communing with kindred 
spirits in regard to the high and holy myste- 
ries of redemption. 



Sunday, April 2, A.D. 30. 



THE next day, the tenth of Nisan, answer- 
ing to our 2d day of April, was mem- 
orable in the history of the Jews as the day 
on which the "paschal lamb'^ was separated 
from the flock, and set apart for sacrifice on 
the 14th day of the same month. So Christ 
on this day, by his own voluntary act, sepa- 
rates himself from the multitude as the Mes- 
siah, the "Paschal Lamb by God appointed," 
to be slain at the approaching Passover. On 
this first day of the week, then, destined to 
be celebrated evermore as marking a new 
epoch in the history of the world, Christ and 
his disciples renew their journey toward 
Jerusalem, having kept the Sabbath and re- 
freshed themselves in the hospitable home 
of Lazarus and his sisters. 

The incidents connected with this last 
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visit of our Lord to the Jewish metropolis 
are recorded by all the evangelists; and, in 
fact, nearly all those unspeakably grand and - 
majestic scenes which cluster around his last 
days upon earth are reflected from the pages 
of four concurrent records. The thrilling 
drama of that illustrious life is now well- 
nigh finished, the goal upon which the ear- 
nest eye has been so long fixed, is almost 
reached, for the little company of wayworn 
and foot-sore travelers has come "nigh to 
Jerusalem." 

Pausing at some convenient point on the 
Mount of Olives, so sacredly embalmed by the 
memories which cluster around it, he casts 
his eye over the familiar scenes before him, 
and as each well-known object passes in re- 
view, his heart swells and his breast heaves 
with the intensity of his emotions. For a 
time he stands gazing, no doubt, upon the 
gorgeous panorama before him, wrapt iii 
contemplation; then calling the little com- 
pany around him he makes known to them 
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what is about to occur, and in order that the 
prophecy may be properly fulfilled, he " sends 
forth two of his disciples^* to a neighboring 
village. The disciples sent upon this mis- 
sion were, most probably, the Master's favor- 
ites, Peter and John, because Mark's pre- 
cise narration of the circumstances indicates 
an eye-witness, and so suggests Peter, who 
Was perhaps the real author of the book 
bearing Mark's name, Mark being employed 
as his amanuensis. 

The Master, having given to these disciples 
the most minute directions in regard to the 
execution of their mission, sends them forth, 
and during their absence employs the time, 
no doubt, in giving to those who remained 
with him a more detailed account of the 
scenes just before them. 

Coming to the house of the man to whom 
they were directed, Peter and John find the 
colt standing at the gate, and readily obtain 
permission from the owner, who was most 
probably himself a disciple, to take it for the 
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Master's use. Keturuing to the mountaiu, 
they "cast their garments" on the colt and 
set Jesus thereon, with great eagerness no 
doubt, anticipating the fulfillment of the 
prophecy, and believing that their long-cher- 
ished desires were about to be realized in the 
*' restoration of the kingdom to Israel ;" and 
our Lord, assuming for the first and only 
time a position of royalty^ allows them thus 
to act as his attendants. " He came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister; '* and so, 
with this one exception, his whole life was 
spent in serving others. 

In addition to the twelve disciples, friends 
from Bethany and pilgrims from all parts 
of Palestine, who were going up to the Pass- 
over, gather around him as the central figure; 
and learning what was about to occur, they 
vie with each other in showing respect to one 
so soon to be proclaimed *^ King of the Jews," 
never for a moment dreaming that the proc- 
lamation would be made from the cross. As 
a token of honor " many spread their gar- 
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meiits iu the way,*^ while others " cut down 
palm-branches," and strew them upon the 
ground before him as a symbol of the joy 
they feel in view of the victory about to be 
achieved. 

The fame of his coming having preceded 
him, many of the vast multitudes then as- 
sembled in Jerusalem for the Passover, at- 
tracted bv a desire to witness some manifes- 
tatioD of his miraculous power, or with the 
eager expectation that he was really coming 
to free the nation from the galling yoke of 
Roman oppression, go forth to give him a 
hearty welcome; for, as John tells us, "much 
people that were come to the feast, when 
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusa- 
lem; took branches of palm-trees and went 
forth to meet him.'* And having met the 
approaching multitude, at some point on the 
sunny slopes of Olivet, they turn and precede 
the royal rider, while those who accompa- 
nied him from Bethany follow after, thus 
voluntarily constituting a conspicuous cor- 
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tege; and forming a responsive chorus, they 
chant the well-known words of the "JBaHei," 
or Jewish ritual, the one company answer- 
ing to the other, as in their worship at the 
"Feast of Tabernacles." 

Luke here gives a graphic touch to this 
already sublime picture, for he says, "When 
he was come nigh, even now at the descent 
of the Mount of Olives," having reached some 
point where the city with its crowded streets 
and glittering pageantry suddenly bursts 
upon the view, awakening a thousand sacred 
memories and kindling a thousand eager an- 
ticipations in their breasts, the mighty mul- 
titude can no longer restrain their feelings^ 
and so with a shout that arouses many a 
slumbering echo they renew their joyous 
cry: "Hosanna! blessed is he that eometh 
in the name of the Lord. Ilosanna in the 
highest! '^ The words were borrowed from 
the ^'Hallel,^* and were varied by the many 
voices by which they were uttered; but what- 
ever the form of expression, the sentiment 
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was always the same, indicating the blissful 
belief that the one whom they thus pro- 
claimed King was about to " restore again 
the kingdom of Israel," by seating himself 
upon the "throne of his father David ;^' for 
even the disciples, notwithstanding their 
Master*s teachings to the contrary, seem not 
to have comprehended that he intended any 
thing more than the simple restoration of 
political power and glory to the Jewish na- 
tion. But in that Viappy crowd there were 
some who recrarded these demonstrations 
with any thing but pleasurable emotions, for, 
fts Luke tells us, Christ's old enemies, the 
Pharisees, were shocked at the honors ilius 
conferred; and, no doubt ainrmed at his evi- 
dent popularity, they ask that the multitude 
be "rebuked/* 

Hitherto Christ had discoura2:ed all dem- 
onstrations in his favor, but upon this one 
occasion, as Brown suggests, " lie seems to 
yield his soul to the wide and deep acclaim 
with a mysterious satisfaction, regarding it 
2 
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as 60 vecessary to his regal entry that " if 
these should hold their peace the stones 
would immediately cry out." With his 
emotions thus stirred to their very depths 
by these surroundings and the events about 
to transpire, this untimely interference of 
the Pharisees, in such striking contrast with 
the glad acclaim of the multitude opens 
up the flood-gates of his pent-up feelings, 
and wrings from him that memorable lamen- 
tation over Jerusalem, and that fearful proph- 
ecy concerning its destruction, recorded in the 
nineteenth chapter, and verses 41 to 44 of the 
same: "For when he was come near," and 
his eye rested upon the gorgeous panorama 
spread out before him, contrasting its pros- 
perous past and its privileged present with 
its fearful future, "he beheld the city, and 
wept over it/' while the mighty multitude, 
no doubt, hushed their glad acclaim in mute 
amazement. 

Journeying on with the increasing crowd 
(for as Matthew tells us at his approach the 
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"whole city came together"), he at last 
reaches the long-'^ixpected goal; and so in 
regal state, but with majestic meekness, he 
*• enters into Jerusalem;" and by this tri- 
umphal entry, in fulfillment of the well- 
known prophecy of Zechariah (ix. 9), he 
proclaims himself, to friend and foe alike, the 
long-promised Messiah. 

As the appropriate place for the ending of 
this triumphal march he enters the temple, 
where he is greeted by the " children," with 
the welcome words, "Ilosanna to the Son of 
David!" Pausing for a moment, he "looks 
round about upon all things'^ with an au- 
thoritative air; and so having thus taken 
formal possession of his Father's house, "the 
evening having come, he went out unto 
Bethany^ with the twelve," there in the 
peaceful quiet of that hallowed home to rest 
from the nervous excitement of that busy 
and eventful day, and prepare for the solemn 
scenes yet before him. 



Holiday, April 3, A.D. 30. 



AFTER spending the night with his 
friends at Bethany, our Lord and his 
disciples turn their footsteps again toward 
the city; for, as though impatient to be 
"about his Father's business" and to "work 
the works of him that sent him," he starts 
upon his journey, as Matthew tells us, "in 
the morning." 

Probably, as upon a former occasion, he had 
"risen up a great while before day, and de- 
parting into a solitary place, there prayed;" 
or it may be, deeply impressed as he was 
with the solemn scenes just before him, he 
had stolen away from his sleeping disciples, 
and in the sublime solitudes of the mount- 
ain had "continued all night in prayer to 
God." At any rate, they seem to have 
started from Bethany very early, doubtless 

(20) 
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before breakfast, for tbe record states tbat 
" he was hungry " — an evidence of his true 
humanity, and one of many proofs to his 
suffering people that "in all their affliction 
he was afflicted," and that "he was in all 
points tempted like as we are." 

As the little company journey along the fa- 
miliar pathway across Mount Olivet, they espy 
in the distance a fig-tree in full foliage, and 
the sight at once awakens the hope of find- 
ing fruit to satisfy their hunger, for the fruit 
of the fig-tree appears before the leaf and 
matures along with it; so that, although the 
leaves may have been premature, yet their 
existence indicated the presence of fruit, and 
so justified the hope of Christ and his dis- 
ciples. 

A fig-tree was no unusual sight, as that 
section of country abounded with them; but 
one *' having leaves" was unusual at that 
time of year, as the figs do not ripen before 
June or July, and so it very naturally arrest- 
ed their attention. But " when he came to 
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it he found nothing but leaves" — a mere 
pretense, an empty boast; whereas, "having 
leaves,'' although premature, according to 
the laws of its nature it ought to have had 
fruit, and so stands as a fit symbol of the 
Jewish nation with its arrogant claims, as 
well as a type of hypocrisy in all ages. The 
statement of the historian that "the time of 
figs was not yet," instead of being intended 
to excuse it for its want of fruit, was no 
doubt made for a purpose the very reverse 
— viz., to justify the judgment passed upon 
it; for, being so early in the season, no fruit 
would have been expected of it had it not 
been for its own boastful pretenses in " hav- 
ing leaves;" and so, as though the tree had 
voiced forth its empty claims, "Jesus an- 
swered and said unto it, No man eat fruit of 
thee hereafter forever" — one solitary act of 
destruction amid manifold miracles of mercy. 
But, as Brown strikingly suggests, " Christ's 
words did not make the tree barren; they 
only sealed it up in its own barrenness." 
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Barren, then, and belonging to no one, its 
loss was immaterial; but, after all, the act 
was perhaps only typical and symbolical, in- 
tended by the Master to foreshadow the. de- 
struction of the fruitless nation over whose 
representative city he had wept the day be- 
fore — a sort of object-lesson, setting forth 
the danger and dreadful doom of all hypo- 
crites. 

As they continue their walk toward the 
city, Jesus no doubt explains to his disciples 
the solemn lessons of which the dstruction 
of the fig-tree was the illustration, until 
finally, having reached their destination, they 
go directly into the Temple, as the seat and 
center of the spiritual kingdom; and, find- 
ing it disturbed by traffic and defiled by dis- 
honesty, Jesus begins the work of purifica- 
tion and reform by "casting out them that 
sold and bought." This he had done before 
upon his first visit to Jerusalem (John ii. 14- 
16) at the outset of his ministry; but the 
people having forgotten this wholesome les- 
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8on, he uovv repeats the act as an evidence 
of hia kingly authority and his right to rule 
over his own house. All Temple dues were 
required to be paid in Jewish coin, so that 
" money-changers" who could convert Greek 
and Koman money into the nationu'l cur- 
rency were necessary, as well as a market 
where ** doves'* and other things needed in 
the ceremonial worship could be bought and 
sold; and not only were they necessary, but 
legitimate and right, for they had been pro- 
vided by divine command (Deut. xiv. 23, 26). 
So that what Christ meant to rebuke was not 
the exercise of these manifest rights, but the 
want of respect and reverence for the Lord's 
house, evidenced by those who thus reckless- 
ly mingled the bustle of business with the 
sacredness of the sanctuary. His object, no 
doubt, was to impress them with a sense of 
the sacred and holy character of the place 
as the emblem of the Divine presence. And 
there was pl*obably something in his appear- 
ance, as he thus sought to vindicate the sane- 



OUR lord's last labors. 25 



tity of his Father's house, that compelled 
submission. Even the very outskirts of the 
Divine dwelling-place were holy, and to be 
kept separate from worldly associations; and 
so, by means of this second object-lesson, or 
illustration, he teaches the people the sanc- 
tity of the Temple and the reverence with 
which they ought to enter it, for it was de- 
signed to be a "house of prayer" — a place 
of worship and communion with God, and 
therefore not to be desecrated by worldly 
business; but it had been prostituted from its 
original design, and made a "den of thieves.'* 
These words of Christ indicate a band of 
robbers leagued together for dishonest pur- 
poses; for, although the avocation of these 
men was in itself legitimate and right, they 
were dishbnest in their dealings and wicked 
in their indifference to the sanctity of the 
place where their business was conducted. 
Among others who witnessed his conduct 
and heard his words were his old enemies, 
the Scribes and Pharisees. They could not 
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deny the fact that the Temple had been des- 
ecrated, nor in their legal strictness could 
they approve of the desecration, but they 
were displeased that another should begin 
the work of reformation, and especially since 
they regarded that other as an enemy; and 
so, instead of encouraging the reform, they 
seek an excuse for destroying the reformer, 
which they had already resolved to do some 
time previous to this (John xi. 47-53). But 
just how to accomplish this purpose was a 
difficult problem, for "they feared him be- 
cause all the people were astonished at his 
doctrine" and "were very attentive to hear 
him," so that they justly feared a tumult if 
they should attempt to arrest him in public. 
What their plan would have been it is im- 
possible to determine had not the treach- 
erous Judas come to their relief and solved 
the problem for them. 

We have only the outlines of the labors 
of this day, and no doubt many other im- 
portant lessons were taught as the eager 
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multitude gathered arouud him, until his 
physical energies were well-nigh exhausted, 
so that he welcomed the hour when the twi- 
light shadows began to gather over Jerusa- 
lem; for "when evening was come, he went 
out of the city*' to spend another night with 
his friends at Bethany. 



Tuesday, April 4, A J). 8a 

TUESDAY, April 4, A.D. 30, was an ex- 
ceedingly busy day in the life-history of 
the Son of man, and the last day of his pub- 
lic ministry. Having rested and -refreshed 
themselves by another night of quiet repose 
in the peaceful home of Lazarus and his sis- 
ters, Christ and the twelve again rise early 
and start toward Jerusalem, intent on giv- 
ing as much instruction as possible to the 
benighted people. 

As they passed by the spot where Mon- 
day's miracle was performed, "they saw the 
fig-tree dried up from the roots." They had 
not tarried on the preceding day to behold 
the effect of the curse, nor had they observed 
it in the twilight of the previous evening as 
they journeyed to Bethany; but now, in the 
full light of day, they behold the tree, not 
partially blighted, but dead root and branch; 
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and "Peter, calling to remembrance*' the 
peculiar character of the miracle as the only 
one of destruction ever performed by his 
Master, and concluding therefrom that it 
must contain some special lesson, calls atten- 
tion to the miracle in the hope of eliciting 
an explanation of it. He and his compan- 
ions were astonished at the power which 
could produce such eflfects (Matt, xxi. 20), 
but-Jesus, instead of going into a. detailed 
explanation of the miracle, merely gives 
them the key to this power — viz., faith in 
Qod, which would enable them not only to 
move mountains, but even mightier moral 
obstacles. 

Continuing the conversation as they jour- 
ney on toward the city, our Lord gives a 
wider range to the subject, making faith not 
only the means for securing miraculous pow- 
er — so necessary to the apostles as furnish- 
ing credentials for them in their future mis- 
sionary labors — but also as the essential fac- 
tor in all acceptable prayer. 
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Christ's language on this occasion (Mark 
xi. 24) seems to give an unwarrantable lati- 
tude in prayer, and to open the door to the 
wildest fanaticism; but by recurring to the 
Greek we find the condition upon which this 
seemingly unlimited promise rests to be the 
"faith of God" — i. e.^ such as God gives, re- 
quires, and rewards — and so must necessarily 
limit the desires of the soul to things agree-- 
able to the Divine will. Our Lord here links 
forgiveness with faith as a condition of ac- 
ceptable prayer for the ^purpose, as Campbell 
suggests, of counteracting the revengeful 
feelings which he well knew would soon 
arise in the hearts of his disciples against 
the enemies who accomplished the death of 
their Master. But in a secondary sense it 
was no doubt intended to reach and apply 
to all his disciples in all ages of the world. 

The scene now changes from the solemn 
quiet of the mountain to the busy courts of 
the Temple, and is no longer one of loving 
intercourse between the Master and his 
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friends, but one of open and bitter hostility 
between him and his foes. His action on 
the day before in clearing the Temple of its 
reckless invaders could not fail to excite the 
jealousy and anger of its professed guard- 
ians; and, although afraid to lay violent 
hands upon him, they only awaited an op- 
portunity to arraign him for unlawful inter- 
ference in matters committed to their care. 
So, "when he was come again to Jerusalem, 
as he was walking in the Temple'' and 
"teaching the people,'' "there came to him 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and the 
elders" — a delegation representing the three 
classes which constituted the Sanhedrim, or 
supreme court of the Jewish nation, whose 
duty it was to keep order in the Temple and 
to examine into any unseemly conduct that 
might occur. This court had probably been 
in consultation the day before in regard to 
his conduct in the Temple, and "sought how 
to destroy him" (Luke xix. 47). The ques- 
tion with them was not for a moment wheth- 
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er he was deserving of death, but how to 
accomplish it without offending the multi- 
tude. 

With this object in view, they now send 
their representatives to him, hoping to en- 
trap him with puzzling questions, and so 
draw from him some statement upon which 
official action may be based. They claim 
their right, as custodians of the Temple, to 
challenge his conduct on the preceding day, 
and so demand of him, **By what authority 
doest thou these things?" But their inter- 
rogation no doubt refers to his actions for at 
least three days past, and probably to his en- 
tire ministry. Fully aware of their evil de- 
sign, he replies by asking another question: 
"The baptism of John, was it from heaven 
or of men?" In other words. Was the min- 
istry of John divine or human in its origin 
and authority? the most prominent feature 
of it being used to designate the whole. The 
answer to this question involves an answer 
to the other, and so it is not a mere idle eva- 
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sion, as some have tried to maintain. The 
Sanhedrim had upon a former occasion sent 
an official delegation to John, and he had 
unhesitatingly home testimony in favor oif 
Christ (Jahn i. 19-34). In the report made 
by this delegation to the supreme court of 
the nation, they had received John's testi- 
mony, and in that testimony they had a suf- 
ficient answer to their present question; for, 
since thej^ had admitted John's claims, they 
could not consistently reject Christ, concern- 
ing whom John testified; and so our Lord 
openly and formally challenges a reply, 
which he well knew they would not give. 
Thus placed in an embarrassing dilemma, 
w^hich they evidently realized, "they rea- 
soned with themselves," or discussed to- 
gether the character and efifect of their an- 
swer, anxious not to damage their reputa- 
tion with the people, and at the same time 
determined to reject the claims of Christ. 
Their difficulty was not in determining the 
origin and character of John's authority, but 
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in meeting " what he will say;'' for on the one 
hand, if they admit John's authority as a 
prophet, they must admit his testimony con- 
cerning Christ, but to admit that was to ac- 
knowledge his Messiahship. And, on the 
other hand, they dared not deny the Divine 
authority under which John labored, because 
"they feared the people, for all men counted 
John that he was a prophet indeed." Find- 
ing themselves thus caught in a dilemma, 
and caring nothing for the truth, "they an- 
swered and said unto Jesus, We do not 
know" — deliberately telling a falsehood to 
extricate themselves from the difficulty, for 
they could not have been ignorant in regard 
to a question so important; or, if indeed ig- 
norant, such ignorance was itself criminal in 
the appointed custodians of the spiritual in- 
terests of the nation. 

Having thus exposed their hypocrisy, "Je- 
sus answering, saith unto them, Neither do I 
tell you by what authority I do these things." 
Unlike them, he does not say that he cannot 
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answer, but that he will not, since they had 
shown themselves unworthy of an answer, 
and by their refusal to reply to his question 
had made such answer altogether unneces- 
sary. If they had honestly answered his 
question, they would have found therein a 
just and adequate answer to their own; but 
since they had declined to answer it, show- 
ing thereby that they discredited the testi- 
mony of John, to give any further proof of 
his Messiahship would'be but to "cast pearls 
before swine," and therefore he refused to 
make any reply. 

Taking advantage of the silence and awe 
produced by his reply, our Lord proceeds 
still further to disclose to the Pharisees the 
wickedness of their hearts. To do this he 
makes use of a series of parables, or parallel 
stories taken from the material world to in- 
culcate spiritual truths, the word "parable" 
literally signifying something "thrown along- 
side" as an illustration. The first of the se- 
ries is retrospective in its character, while tho 



L. 



36 A WEEK WITH JESUS. 

other two have reference both to the past 
and future. Under the figure of a family 
consisting of a father and two sons, our Sav- 
iour represents tw^o classes of men common 
in all ages of the world — viz., openly im- 
moral, or outbreaking sinners; and the self- 
righteous, or those who cover up their faults 
with an outward circumspection. To the 
first of these belonged the publicans and 
harlots, while to the other class belonged 
the Pharisees, against whom the parable was 
originally spoken. The Lord was the com- 
mon Father of both classes, and so had a 
right to expect the same love and obedience 
from each; but when "he came to the first, 
and said. Son, go work to-day iu my vine- 
yard," he received iq reply a rude and em- 
phatic refusal, characteristic of reckless, har- 
dened sinners who have laid aside the hy- 
pocrisies with which others attempt to hide 
their sins. Astonished and mortified by such 
an answer, the indulgent father turns to the 
other son with the same command^ and iu- 
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stantly he signifies his willingness to obey; 
but no sooner is the father out of*sight than 
he dismisses the subject from his mind, and 
in the pursuit of selfish purposes forgets all 
about the command; while the other son, 
having an opportunity to reflect upon his 
conduct, repents of his disobedience and en- 
ters earnestly to work in accordance with 
his father's wishes. 

Having thus described the conduct of the 
two sons, the Master turns to his adversaries 
w^ith' the question, " Whether of the twain 
did the will of his father?" and without 
realizing that their answer would condemn 
themselves, "they say unto him, The first." 
Having thus caused them to pass sentence 
of condemnation upon themselves, "Jesus 
saith unto them. Verily, I say unto you, that 
the publicans and the harlots go into the 
kingdom of God before you, for John came 
unto you in the way of righteousness, and 
ye believed him not; but the publicans and 
the harlots believed him; and ye when ye 
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bad seen it repented not afterward, that ye 
might believe him." Enraged by this appli- 
cation of the parable, the Pharisees would 
gladly have destroyed the speaker at once, 
or at least withdrawn from his presence; but 
the first they were afraid to do on account 
of his popularity, and the other he would 
not allow them to do; for, having begun to 
expose their villainy, he is determined to 
continue, and so he calls them to "hear an- 
other parable,*' in which, under a familiar 
Old Testament figure (Isaiah v. 1-7; Ezekiel 
XV. 1-8), he convicts the Jewish nation of 
their iniquity in rejecting the Lord's proph- 
ets, and also reveals in all its horrid enor- 
mity their contemplated wickedness in mur- 
dering the Son. Under the figure of a 
"householder" he represents God, who hav- 
ing himself "planted the vineyard" (repre- 
senting the Jewish nation) he "lets it out to 
husbandmen" (representing the priests and 
scribes as the spiritual guides of the people), 
from whom he expects to receive the fruits 
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in compensatioa for the expense to which 
he had gone in fitting it up. In order 
that nothing may be wanting, he not only 
provides the necessary "wine-press" and 
*^ watch-tower," but he also carefully "hedg- 
es" it in with legal restrictions and cere- 
monial safeguards until the Jews are efiect- 
ually separated from all surrounding na- 
tions. Having thus provided every thing 
necessary, until he can truthfully ask, 
** What could have been done more to my 
vineyard, that I have not done?" (Isa. v. 4) 
he leaves it to be cared for by the "husband- 
men," having a right to expect an abundant 
Vintage. And so at the season forgathering 
grapes he "sent his servant, that he might 
receive from the husbandmen of the fruit of 
the vineyard;" but instead of cheerfully giv- 
ing the stipulated rent, they utterly repudi- 
ate their obligations, for "they catch the 
servant and beat him, and send him away 
empty" (Jer. xxxvii. 15). Although no 
doubt greatly astonished at such conduct, 
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the owner of the vineyard, instead of in- 
stantly ejecting such tenants, exercises pa- 
tience and forbearance toward them ; and 
assuming that they must have misunder- 
stood his message, or with the hope that 
upon reflection they had determined to do 
better, he "sends unto them another serv- 
ant, but at him they cast stones (2 Chron. 
xxiv. 20, 21), and send him away shamefully 
handled" — worse treated than the other. 
With strange forbearance the owner of the 
vineyard makes another effort to secure his 
rightful rent, and so sends a third servant, 
but "him they killed'' (Jer. xxvi. 20-23), 
thus reaching the very climax of cruelty. 
But still the owner perseveres in his efforts 
to win by kindness the confidence of hia 
wicked tenants, and so secure from them 
the willing payment of their debt, for he 
continues to send unto them "many other 
servants ;'' but "they do unto them like- 
wise, beating some and killing some," just 
as the Jews had done to the prophets whom 
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God had sent unto them from time to time 
(Neh. ix. 26; 1 Kings xviii. 13, xix. 14, xxii. 
24-27 ; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16). 

Having exhausted, it may be, the store of 
other messengers — at any rate having proved 
the futility of sending mere servants — the 
"householder having yet therefore one Son, 
his well-beloved, he sent him also last unto 
them." Our ' Saviour here unmistakably 
identifies himself with the Father, and so 
gives an emphatic answer to the recent 
question of the Pharisees: "By what au- 
thority doest thou these things?^' 

Luke represents the owner of the vineyard 
after the repeated rejection of his servants, 
as being in great perplexity and anxiously 
asking, "What shall I do?" as if debating 
with himself the propriety of exposing his 
beloved Son to the cruelty of such men ; and 
yet in the overflowing compassion of his 
heart he determines to make one last efibrt 
to. reclaim them, and so, well knowing that 
"all men should honor the Son even as they 



42 A WEEK WITH JESUS. 

honor the Father " (John v, 23), he sends 
him forth, saying, " They will reverence ray 
my Son.*' No doubt such would have been 
the feelings of an earthly father, but such 
could not have been the feelings of God, for 
he well knew the reception that awaited his 
Son, and yet Luke's "i? may be they will 
reverence him " is designed to teach, as 
Brown suggests, "the almost unimaginable 
guilt of not reverentially welcoming him." 
But while the owner of the vineyard, in his 
merciful forbearance, is thus patiently wait- 
ing for his Son to be received, those to whom 
he is sent are wickedly plotting to take his 
life, as the Pharisees were doing in their se- 
cret conferences at that very time, and so 
Jesus thus reveals to them his knowledge of 
their secret purposes. No Booner do the 
" husbandmen" discover the approach of the 
Son than they conspire to take his life, for 
they say one to another: "This is the heir; 
come let us kill him, and let us seize on his 
inheritance.*' 
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We have here an interesting revelation of 
the sublime relation to the boundless stores 
of the universe sustained by the Son, " whom 
God hath appointed heir of all things" (Heb. 
i. 2). 

That Jesus was the Messiah, the rightful 
heir, seems to have been the conviction of 
some of his enemies, and perhaps accounts 
for their bitter opposition to him — for fear 
of losing the power and the peculiar privi- 
leges which they then enjoyed as the chosen 
nation of God (John xi. 48). But no sooner 
do the wicked " husbandmen " form the pur- 
pose of murdering the son than they carry 
it into execution, for they "caught him and 
cast him out of the vineyard and slew him '' 
— a solemn prophecy and striking picture of 
what actually occurred a few days afterward, 
when "they took Jesus and led him away 
unto a place called Golgotha, where they 
crucified him'* (John xix. 17, 18). 

Having thus exhibited the character of the 
wicked " husbandmen," Christ appeals to his 
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adversaries to pass judgment upon them, and 
they, little appreciating the true meaning of 
the parable, but prompted by the instincts of 
their natural conscience, unhesitatingly pass 
the terrible sentence of death and destruc- 
tion upon themselves ; for they say by a sort 
of awful alliteration, "He will miserably de- 
stroy those miserable men, and will let out 
his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which 
shall render him the fruits in their seasons," 
words which were fearfully fulfilled a few 
years later in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
the center and symbol of the Jewish theocra- 
cy; when the "middle wall of partition was 
broken down,*' and the vineyard of God 
transferred to the Gentiles. Having thus a 
second time made his adversaries condemn 
themselves, our Lord gives them the terrible 
appplication of the parable: " Therefore I say 
unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken 
from you, and given to a nation bringing 
forth the fruits thereof; " and as the aw^ful 
significance of the parable begins to dawn 
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upon them, they cry out in consternation, 
"God forbid!" 

The parable presents a complete picture 
of the spiritual truths to be illustrelted, as far 
as it goes; but leaving, as it does, the Son 
*' cast out of the vineyard " and " slain,'^ it is 
necessary to supplement it by another well- 
known Bible figure, in order to give him his 
true place in the kingdom thus transferred 
to the Gentiles; and so, under the figure of a 
building, Christ represents himself as the 
"stone rejected" by the Jewish "builders," 
but through the exercise of divine wisdom 
and power exalted to become the " head of 
the corner," and so made to occupy the po- 
sition of highest honor and greatest impor- 
tance. (Eph. ii. 20, 21; 1 Peter ii. 4-6.) 
Just so the "cast out'^ and crucified Christ 
was by that very means to become " hpad 
over all things to the Church," that "at his 
name every knee should bow and every 
tongue confess." 

Still moTe enraged by the application of 
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this second parable, "the chief priests and 
Pharisees sought to lay hold on him, but 
feared the people, for they knew that he had 
spoken the parable against them." But al- 
though they had thus repudiated him as their 
Messiah, he makes one more effort to reclaim 
them, and so makes use of a third parable, 
in which he sets forth their relation to God 
as one of privilege rather than one of duty; 
and thus the two parables mutually supple- 
ment and complete each other, for as Trench 
says: "In the one, a parable of law, God 
appears demanding something from men? in 
the other, a parable of grace, he appears as 
giving something to men. In the one he is 
displeased that his demands are not complied 
wdth, in the other that his goodness is not 
accepted. 

Blending the well-known figures of a feast 
(Isa. XXV. 6, Ixv. 13) and a marriage (Isa. 
Ixi. 10, Ixii. 5), our Lord sets forth still 
more clearly the relation which he sustains 
to the kingdom. In the former parable he 
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was the well-beloved "son of the household- 
er," but here he asserts his royal character 
as the son of a king. This king, in the ex- 
ercise of his princely power and out of his 
royal bounty, provides a magnificent feast 
in honor of his son's marriage; and after 
all necessary preparations have been made, 
in accordance with an Eastern custom, he 
sends forth his servant to notify those who 
had been previously invited, but strangely 
enough ^ they would not come."* In the ex- 
ercise of wonderful patience and forbearance, 
he places the most charitable construction 
possible upon their conduct, and gracious- 
ly assuming that they must in some way 
have misunderstood the message, "he sends 
forth other servants, saying. Tell them which 
are bidden, Behold I have prepared my din- 
ner; my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and 
all things are ready; come unto the mar- 



riage." 



The message is thus so plain that it cannot 
be misunderstood, and the feast is of such 
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a character that it is an honor to be invited; 
but so absorbed in their own affairs are the 
intended guests that they wholly disregard 
the kindness of their king, except to mock at 
his message and mistreat his messengers, for 
while some made light of the invitation and 
" went their ways, one to his farm and an- 
other to his merchandise, the remnant took 
his servants and entreated them spitefully, 
and slew them," The insult, although of- 
fered to tlve servants, was intended for the 
king, and as such it is regarded and resent- 
ed; for "when the king heard thereof he 
was wroth, and he sent forth his armies and 
destroyed those murderers and burned up 
their city; '' a striking portrayal of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem a few years later by 
the Roman armies, who were but messen- 
gers of the Divine vengeance and agents of 
the Divine will. 

Finding the Jews, who were thus invited, 
unworthy of the privileges bestowed upon 
them, and determined that the marriage of 
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his son shall be honored with suitable guests, 
the king commands his servants to go forth 
and herald the invitation to the Gentile na- 
tions; for "then saith hetohis servants, The 
wedding is ready, but they which were bid- 
den were not worthy. Go ye therefore into 
the highways, and as many as ye shall find 
bid to the marriage.*' 

Thus instructed, "the servants went out 
into the highways, and gathered together all 
as many as they found, both bad and good, 
and the wedding was furnished with guests." 

When all were assembled in the guest- 
chamber, before admitting them to the feast, 
" the king came in to see the guests ; " and he 
saw there a man which "had not on a wed- 
ding-garmeyt,^' although, according to a 
probable Eastern custom, clothing suitable to 
the occasion had been provided gratuitously 
for all the guests, so that his appearance in 
his own soiled clothing was disrespectful to 
the company and an insult to the king; but 
graciously assuming that he had misunder- 
4 
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stood^the arrangements, and that the insult 
had not been intentional, the good king 
seeks to rectify the mistake, and so addresses 
him in language of kindness and concilia- 
tion: '* Friend, how camest thou in hither 
not having a wedding-garment? and he 
was speechless,*' because self-condemned. 
Finding the insult thus intentional and pre- 
meditated, the king feels in duty bound to 
resent it and punish the offender ; and so he 
says to his servants: "Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away and cast him into 
outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." 

Our Lord thus rises from the scenes which 
were then and there transpiring around him 
to that sublimer scene when, in the exercise 
of his princely power and royal rights, he 
shall sit in judgment upon the conduct of 
men, and shall irrevocably cast out from his 
presence all those who have presumed to ap- 
pear before him in the "filthy rags" of their 
self-righteousness, in lieu of that spotless 
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robe which he, by his life of obedience and 
death of agony, has provided for his guests 
and oflered to them "without money and 
without price/ ^ 

This parable is not applied directly to the 
Pharisees, as were the others, for by this 
time they were, doubtless, able to make the 
application for themselves ; and so, compre- 
hending its significance, they became more 
determined than ever to put him to death. 
With this object in view, they withdrew from 
his presence and consulted among themselves 
" how they might entangle him in his talk,'* 
so that they might thereby secure some ac- 
cusation against him. 

Many a shrewd plot was formed by these 
determined enemies of our Lord during that 
eventful week, which failed only because the 
omniscient eye of God could read their hid- 
den meaning. Their plot upon this occasion 
was exceedingly well laid, and was worthy 
of their malicious designs ; for they send unto 
him a delegation selected from two rival 
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parties to ask his opinion in regard to the 
very question at issue between them; so that 
to espouse the cause of one was to give mor- 
tal oftense to the other; and to make the 
plot still more complicated and cunning, the 
delegation represented both Church and 
State — the ecclesiasticaLside of the question 
being represented by the "Pharisees," those 
strict constructionists of the law and close 
adherents to the rites and ceremonies of Jew- 
ish worship; and the civil aspect of it by the 
" Herodians," a party of Jewish politicians 
who espoused the cause of the Herods, as 
forming a sort of protection against heathen 
rule, or on the other hand as effecting a com- 
promise or amalgamation between the relig- 
ion of their fathers and the philosophy of 
their heathen neighbors. The object of this 
delegation was to "catch him in his words," 
or, as Luke says, "that they might take 
hold of his words, that so they might deliver 
him into the power and authority of the 
governor." 
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The priests, in their eflbrts to entrap him, 
had utterly failed to find a charge upon which 
they could arraign him before the ecclesias- 
tical court, and so these wily politicians now 
attempt to secure an accusation upon which 
he may be arraigned before the civil court. * 
They begin their effort with flattery, hoping 
thereby to win his favor, or at least to throw 
him off his guard; and so they declare their 
belief that he is an independent thinker and 
an impartial judge, and therefore well quali- 
fied to settle the question at issue between 
these rival parties; for it is worthy of note 
that the Pharisees and Herodians were op- 
posite in their opinions, and perhaps agreed 
in nothing , save in their bitter hatred and 
base treachery against the guiltless Son of 
God. 

The question proposed for the Master's 
consideration was the very one that had 
caused their dissensions, viz.: "Is it lawful 
to give tribute to Caesar or not? '* " Csesar *' 
was a name applied to the Roman emperors, 
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and so stands as a representative of the gov- 
ernment; while "tribute" was the civil poll- 
tax required by that government of all en- 
rolled in the "census" (Luke ii. 1); so that 
their question was simply, "Is it right for 
the Jews to support the Roman govern- 
ment? " 

A negative answer would bring upon him 
the charge of treason against the State, while 
an affirmative answer would render him liable 
to the charge of disloyalty to the Church; 
and to avoid any evasion, such as they had 
apparently experienced in the answer to 
their former question, they demanded a cat- 
egorical answer, "Yes,*' or "No" — "Shall we 
give, or shall we not give? " 

They evidently thought that they had him 
effectually entangled, since either horn of 
the dilemma would answer their purpose. 

"But he knowing their hypocrisy,'' and fully 
comprehending their design, determines to 
expose them. For this purpose he calls for 
a "penny" — a Roman coin worth about fif- 
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teeu cents, in which the tribute was paid — 
and holding it up before them, most prob- 
ably, so as to direct especial attention to it, 
** he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription?" referring to the name and 
likeness of the Roman emperor with which 
it was stamped. Thus addressed, they were 
compelled to answer, " Csesar's ; " and so they 
were made to reply to their own cunning 
question, as upon a former occasion (Mark x. 
2-4); for their rabbis had decided that to 
accept the coin of any king was virtually to 
acknowledge his authority, and so, by receiv- 
ing and using the very coin in which tribute 
was paid, bearing the "image and super- 
scription " of Caesar, they thereby acknowl- 
edged their allegiance to the Roman govern- 
ment; and so, in accordance with this con- 
fession, "Jesus answering, saith unto them, 
Render therefore unto Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's." 

Having thus silenced the Pharisees, and ap- 
parently decided the question in favor of the 
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Herodians, who were no doubt well pleased 
with their supposed victory over their rivals, 
our Lord turns to them and adds: "Render 
unto God the things which are God's." 

In their eager support of Roman idolatry 
they had in a large measure lost sight of 
their obligation to God, so that it was neces- 
sary to remind them of it; while the Phari- 
sees, in their intemperate and misguided zeal 
for the honor of God, had undervalued the 
importance of civil authority, so that it was 
necessary to defend it. He thus fairly and 
fully answers their question, on the one hand 
maintaining- the honor and rights of the 
Church, and on the other maintaining the 
power and authority of the State; and so 
completely foils them in their murderous at- . 
tempt. His reply was so full of wisdom and 
skill that " they marveled at him, and held 
their peace.'' They could neither gainsay 
nor deny the far-reaching principle enun- * 
ciated, and yet at his trial (Luke xxiii; 2), 
only a few days afterward, we find them 
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bringing up a false charge based upon this 
very interview. 

_ It is interesting to note with what una- 
nimity the different Jewish sects conspire 
against our Lord, whose only crime was his 
well-founded claim to the Messiahship. 
They come, each with his own peculiar 
" hobby,'' and in turn sustain a humiliating 
defeat. The priests, the Pharisees, and the 
Herodians having alike failed to entrap him, 
"then come unto him the Sadducees, which 
say there is no resurrection,^' "neither angel 
nor spirit.*' They were the Materialists and 
Rationalists oT that day, and came for the 
purpose of ridiculing the doctrine of the 
resurrection, and at the same time, if possi- 
ble, of securing some pretext of accusation 
against our Saviour. With this twofold 
object in view, they refer to a law (Deut. 
XXV. 5-10) enacted for the purpose of secur- 
ing to each tribe and family the inheritance 
allotted to it, and most probably propose a 
fictitious case, which they proceed to unfold 
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in elaborate detail, and conclude by sneer- 

# 

ingly asking, "In the resurrection therefore, 
whose wife shall she be?" But Christ, well 
aware of their evil design, "answering said 
unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because 
ye know not the Scriptures, neither the 
power of God.'^ He thus attributes their 
skepticism to ignorance. Like many of the 
skeptics of the present day, they failed to 
comprehend the teachings of God's word, 
and rejected them because they could not 
bring them down to the low plane of hu- 
man reason. 

After giving his direct and unmistakable 
testimony in favor of the resurrection, Christ 
replies to the question of the Sadducees: 
" When they shall rise from the dead, they 
neither marry nor are given in marriage, but 
are as the angels which are in heaven." 
Marriage was ordained to perpetuate the 
race by counteracting the power of death, 
but as they "shall die no more" after the 
resurrection, marriage becomes unnecessary. 
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and so will be discontinued ; or if it be that 
marriage is but a type of the mystical union 
between Christ and his Church, the signifi- 
cance of the symbol will then be forever for- 
gotten, because lost in the luster of a glorious 
fulfillment. Even Moses, whom these ad- 
versaries of the Master had just quoted with 
the hope of entrapping him, taught this sub- 
lime doctrine of the resurrection which they 
so sneeringly rejected; for, in regard to the 
patriarchs, he had declared that God was 
still their God, and so they must still exist, 
for " he is not the God of the dead, but the 
God of the living." 

The Sadducees denied the existence of the 
soul in a future state, as well as the resur- 
rection of the body, and so Christ selects a 
passage of Scripture directly teaching the 
one and suggesting the other; for if satisfied 
as to the immortality of the soul, they would 
no doubt admit the resurrection of the body; 
and when he thus gave this divine interpre- 
tation of the passage selected, it so com- 
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mended itself to the judgment of his hearers 
that "the Sadducees were put to silence," 
and the "multitude were astonished," while 
Luke adds that the scribes, exulting over 
the defeat of their rivals, commended his 
answer; and, indeed, so much were both 
parties impressed with it, that "after that 
they durst not ask him any questions." 

This defeat of the Sadducees made another 
conference of the adversaries of our Lord 
necessary, since they were more and more de- 
termined to put him to death; and that they 
had thus far found no possible pretext for so 
doing shows how completely he had exposed 
their hypocrisy in every eflbrt they had made 
to entrap him, for if they could have found 
the slightest pretext for arresting him they 
would gladly have seized upon it. So an- 
other council, composed of hitherto rival 
factions — Sadducees, Pharisees, and Herodi- 
ans — now all united in one common purpose, 
is called, under the leadership of the Phari- 
sees; for, as Matthew tells us, "when the 
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Pharisees had heard that he had put the 
Sadducees to silence, they were gathered to- 
gether,'* for the purpose of forming other 
plots. We may well imagine that this con- 
ference was held with feelings of mingled 
gladness and regret. The Sadducees felt 
humiliated and angry, while the Pharisees, 
regretting the failure to entrap the contem- 
plated victim, at the same time rejoiced over 
the defeat and confusion of their rivals, and 
the fact that they would now the more will- 
ingly lend their aid to destroy him. 

During the progress of this conference a 
certain scribe, who had heard his answer to 
the Sadducees, and "perceiving that he had 
answered them well," came and sought an 
interview for himself, perhaps with the secret 
hope of entrapping him by means of his le- 
gal knowledge — for he was a lawyer — but 
more probably for the s^e of instruction; 
for Christ's open," frank, and direct answer 
to his question indicates an honest, con- 
scientious inquirer. Ho turns the discussion 
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upon a point at that time much controvert-^ 
ed among the lawyers — viz., *' Which is the 
first commandment of all?" The Talmud 
reckoning the laws of Moses to be six hun- 
dred and thirteen in number, to keep so 
many was next to impossible, and hence the 
Jews sought for some "great command- 
ment," which they might keep in lieu of all 
the others. What this "first and greatest 
commandment" is, the lawyer now inquires; 
and "Christ's reply indicates that tlie question 
was not a mere cavil, but an honest inquiry. 
He quotes language with which the scribe 
was familiar: "The first of all the com- 
mandments is, Hear O Israel; the Lord our 
God is one Lord'' — an exclamation which 
every devout Jew made twice a day as the 
great utterance of the national faith and an 
earnest protest against the polytheisms and 
pantheisms of the heathen world; so that, 
although the mere preface of the law, it was 
highly important. 

Having thus emphasized the unity of the 
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Godhead, our Saviour proceeds to give a 
synopsis of man's obligations, and in so do- 
ing addresses the lawyer in the language, of 
law, summing up its requirements in one 
word — "Thou shalt love;^' for, as Paul says, 
"love is the fulfilling of the law," or, as 
Brown suggests, it is " an all-inclusive aflec- 
tion, embracing not only every other affec- 
tion proper to its object, but all that is proper 
to be done to its object; antl so, in the case 
of men to God, is the native well-spring of 
a voluntary obedience." It is thus "the dia- 
mond of the believer's breastplate: the oth- 
er graces, like the precious stones of nature, 
shine each with its own peculiar luster; but 
the diamond is white, and in white all the 
colors are united; so in love is centered every 
Christian grace and virtue." In its relation 
to the divine law love binds man with a two- 
fold obligation, first as it refers to God, and 
then as it refers to his fellow-man. In re- 
gard to the first the law demands a sincere^ 
fervidj intelligent^ and energetic love, with 
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tliese several characteristics existing in the 
highest possible degree; for, as interpreted by 
Christ, it requires that " thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with 
all thy strength.'* 

This summary of the first table of the 
Decalogue, comprehending the whole of 
man's duty to God, the Master declares to be 
the first commandment, while the second — 
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" 
— setting forth man's duty to his fellow- 
man, is like it both in importance and im- 
port; and so upon these two combined 
"hang all the law and the prophets." To- 
gether they present a summary of the moral 
law^ an epitome of the BibUy a synopsis of 
man's whole duty — simple, brief, comprehen- 
sive, and unchangeable in its very nature. 
The scribe, being himself well versed in the 
law, was no doubt deeply impressed with 
the wisdom and force of Christ's answer, for 
he said unto him: ^* Well, Master, thou hast 
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said the truth." If he was indeed a mere 
caviler and a base tool tor his party, as some 
have supposed, this answer of bur Lord, 
marked by such superior wisdom and such 
intimate acquaintance with the deep, under- 
lying principles of the law, produced a won- 
derful change in his feelings. At any rate, 
he was evidently far in advance of the gen- 
erality of the Pharisees both in point of 
mental discrimination and spiritual discern- 
ment, for he readily acknowledges that the 
divine law, as thus interpreted, is "more 
than all burnt-offerings and sacrifices," infi- 
nitely superior to all mere ceremonial ob- 
servances. 

Having thus replied with such superior 
intelligence and sincerity, Jesus, carefully 
observing both him and his answer, and 
pleased with the spirit of the one and the 
intelligence of the other, said unto him: 
*'Thou art not far from the kingdom of 
God." But whether he ever entered that 

kingdom, or whether, like so many others, 
5 
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lie paused upon the very threshold of salva- 
tion and went down to a dreary destiny of 
dark despair with the vision of heaven's 
glory flashing before him and the echo of 
heaven's music ringing in his ears, we know 
not. He evidently had a head knowledge of 
the great governing principles of Christ's 
kingdom, but whether he ever embraced 
them with his heart is not recorded. 
The Master had thus successively defeated : 

the priests, the Pharisees, the Herodians, and i 

i 

the Sadducees in their efforts to entrap him, ] 

and had now solved one of the most puz- j 

zling problems of the day to the acknowl- 
edged satisfaction of a man who was no 
doubt eminent for his intellectual ability; 
and so all others rightly judged that they 
were no match for this wonderful teacher, 
for " after that no man durst ask him any . 
questions at all." ; 

Having thus effectually silenced his adver- J 

saries, Christ himself assumes an aggressive 
attitude, and completes his victor}'' over 
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them by asking thera, in his turn, difficult 
and puzzling questions. The "conference ** 
had no doubt abruptly adjourned to hear 
the discussion between their hated adversary 
and the eminent lawyer; but while they 
'^ . were in session they had most probably been 

discussing the characteristics of the true 
I Messiah, and how they might put this man 

; to death; and so our Lord follows up their 

L discussion by asking their opinion of the 

I Messiah — "Whose son is he?" — and when 

! they answer "David's,'^ he propounds the 

1 puzzling problem, "IIow then doth David 

call him Lord?'* for how can the son be lord 
over his father? The difficulty thus pre- 
sented finds its only solution in the union 
of the human and divine natures in Christ — 
a doctrine which was no doubt overlooked 
by the scribes, and so accounts for their ina- 
bility to answer. Nor does Christ solve the 
problem for them. His object seems to have 
been to perplex and embarrass them; and 
so, having thus publicly called attention to 
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their manifest incapacity to be spiritual 
guides, he proceeds to warn the *^ immense 
crowds, who heard him gladly," against 
them, holding up to view the baseness of 
their character and the hypocrisy of their 
conduct as revealed in the twenty-third 
chapter of Matthew, where we find a with- 
ering denunciation of the one and a charac- 
tei-istic portrayal of the other. 

In close and touching connection with this 
denunciation of those grasping hypocrites, 
who "devoured widows' houses,*' occurs an 
incident which is in itself intensely interest- 
ing, and is rendered still more so by reason 
of this connection. While engaged in de- 
nouncing the scribes, our Lord had not been 
indifferent to other things occurring around 
him; but wearied no doubt with the long 
labors of that eventful day, in order to rest 
awhile, he sat down in the outer court of 
the Temple not far from the treasury, which 
consisted of thirteen chests "into which the 
people cast their offerings'* (2 Kings xii. 9). 
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Aud as he thus " sat over ufi^ainst the treas- 
ury he beheld how the people cast money 
into the treasury," not only the act but the 
manner — how it was done — and the motive 
prompting it; and from his high throne in 
heaven he still beholds "/ioi«? people cast 
money into the treasury." A motley multi- 
tude gathered around the treasury, and 
mingled motives controlled their actions. 
"Many that were rich cast in much," and 
in striking contrast with their apparent mu- 
nificence "there came a certain poor widow, 
and she threw in two mites," the smallest 
Jewish coin, together equal to about two- 
ffths of a cent; but in the estimation of 
the Master, whose omniscient eye read her 
motive, her oflering outweighed all the gold 
in the treasury, for he estimates man^s lib- 
erality not by what he gives, but by what he 
fails io givCy and so retains for the gratifica- 
tion of his own selfish desires. Calling the 
attention of his disciples, in the hearing of 
the multitude, to the conduct of the widow. 
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he declares that ** this poor widow hath cast 
more in than all they which have cast into 
the treasury ; for all they did cast in of their 
abundance, but she of her want did cast in 
all that she had, even all her living." Being 
an indigent widow, and, so doubly poor, she 
might not have been expected to make a 
free-will oflfering at all, or at any rate might 
naturally have retained one of her mites, 
but in the exercise of sincere love and true 
faith she cast in both of them ; and so, as 
measured by her means and her motive ^ she 
gave infinitely more than the rich, who con- 
tributed money that they would never miss, 
retaining large sums — not merely to meet 
their, actual wants, but to gratify their self- 
ish and unnecessary desires. 

To the already long record of useful les- 
sons given on that memorable day John adds 
some important instructions and several in- 
teresting incidents omitted by the other 
evangelists. Among these are the Master's 
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prophetic words in reference to his death 
addressed to "certain Greeks'' who were 
Jewish proselytes come up to Jerusalem to 
attend the Feast of the Passover. They had 
long cherished a desire to see Jesus, and were 
no doubt greatly gratified to find him as he 
still sat near the treasury in the court of the 
Gentiles. In answer to some of their ques- 
tions he doubtless declares himself to be the 
trae Messiah, and that the hour has well- 
nigh arrived when his humiliation and suf- 
fering shall give place to eternal glory. The 
prospect of the cruel cross so near at hand 
seems for a moment to overwhelm his soul 
with trouble; but realizing that "for this 
cause he had come," he does not offer the 
petition that first trembles upon his tongue, 
"Father, save me from this hour," but that 
other petition of calm submission to the Di- 
vine will: ''Father, glorify thy Son." And 
immediately, in answer to that prayer, 
"there came a voice from heaven, saying, I 
have both glorified it and will glorify it 
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again." Filled with astonishment, the peo- 
ple were divided in their opinions as to the 
strange phenomenon, some supposing that 
it thundered, while others said an angel 
spoke to him. But Jesus, declaring that it 
was another divine attestation of his Mes- 
siahship, given for the sake of the incredu- 
lous people, refers again to his approaching 
death. This was in direct conflict with their 
preconceived ideas of the Messiah as incul- 
cated by the scribes, and so they ask an ex- 
planation; but, without giving them a direct 
answer, he withdraws from their presence. 

Notwithstanding the fact that he had per- 
formed so many notable miracles duriiig his 
public ministry, and in this one day had given 
such unmistakable evidence of his Divinity, 
by so eftectually exposing every plot that his 
cunning adversaries had been able to devise, 
**yet they believed not on him," thereby ful- 
filling the prophecy (Isa. vi. 9, 10) uttered 
long centuries before. But while this in- 
veterate hate and determined opposition 
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characterized the official Jews as a class, 
" nevertheless araoDg the chief rulers also 
many believed on him ; but because of the 
Pharisees they did not confess hira,lest they 
should be put out of the synagogue; for 
they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God." A sad commentary upon 
the frailty of human nature! With one last 
positive affirmatian of his Messiahship, and 
a brief repetition of some of the doctrines 
and results which naturally cluster around it 
(John xii. 44-50), with a sad heart, no doubt, 
and a sorrowful countenance, "Jesus went 
out and departed from the temple," never 
again to enter it — for with that act his 
ministry as a public teacher closed forever; 
**and as he went out," uttering that awful 
valedictory: *'0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them 
Avhich are sent unto thee, how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold, your 
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house is left unto you desolate." Something 
in his manner, or the tone in which he ut- 
tered these memorable words, impressed his 
disciples with the belief that it was a final 
withdrawal; and yet so strikingly did the 
prophecy concerning the destruction of the 
Temple contrast with its apparently substan- 
tial character that they felt constrained to 
call his attention especially to it, and so they 
say: "Master, see what manner of stones 
and buildings are here ! " Some of the foun- 
dation-stones, according to- Josephus, were 
"forty cubits long," while the building itaelf 
was "forty-six years" (John ii. 20) in course 
of erection. Having his attention thus 
challenged, Jesus calls his disciples to con- 
sider the magnificence and apparent stability 
of the Temple; and as all eyes are thus riveted 
upon it, he repeats more plainly the prophecy 
concerning the destruction : " There shall not 
be left one stone upon another that shall not 
be thrown down." And, improbable as such 
an occurrence then seemed, the prediction was 
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fulfilled some forty years afterward when 
Titus took the citv. 

We may imagine the little company as 
they again wend their way toward Bethany, 
journeying on in silence, the disciples mus- 
ing upon their Lord's strange words, until 
they reach a point on Mount Olivet directly 
overlooking the Temple, the sight of which 
brings the prediction of the Master before 
them with renewed vividness, and over- 
whelms them with doubt and perplexity, 
constraining them to ask: "Tell us when 
shall these things be?" 

Taking aavantage of the twilight seclu- 
sion, he pauses, and sitting down for the 
double purpose of resting aftef the incessant 
labors of that busy day and of imparting to 
his disciples important lessons which they 
would greatly need in their future work, he 
proceeds to answer their inquiries; but one 
question leading to another, and one expla- 
nation to another, the various subjects dis- 
cussed have become so intermingled in the 
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record that it is perhaps impossible to de- 
termine their order or logical connections. 
He forewarns them of impending dangers, 
and foretells heavy afflictions that shall be- 
fall them, no less than four times repeating 
the warning words, '* Take heed." The con- 
versation, as we find it recorded, is confess- 
edly difficult to interpret, and perhaps the 
best understanding of it is obtained by giv- 
ing it a twofold application, regarding the 
prophecy as having its first and figurative 
fulfillment in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
but hereafter to receive a second and sub- 
limer fulfillment at the end of the world: for 
although the primary reference is, perhaps, 
to the judicial vengeance about to be visited 
upon Jerusalem, yet in a higher and more 
awful sense our Lord's language refers to 
judgments, not political but personal, not 
temporal but eternal. And so he cautions his 
companions, and through them his followers 
in all ages and parts of the world, to be vig- 
ilant at all times, lest these calamities come 
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upon them unexpectedly; for he says: "Take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and 
drunkenness and cares of this life, and so 
that day come upon you unawares. For as a 
snare shall it come on all them that dwell 
on the face of the whole earth. Watch ye, 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
acqounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before 
the Son of man." And still further to impress 
this important lesson upon them, the Master 
makes use of several parables in which he 
strikingly contrasts the blessings accruing 
from vigilance and care with the disasters 
resulting to those who fail to exercise them. 
In the first of these he represents himself 
as a nobleman, who, after assigning to each 
of his servants his appropriate task, leaves 
them and goes into a "far country," assuring 
them that the time of his return is uncertain, 
and therefore it behooves them to be diligent 
and watchful, "lest coming suddenly" their 
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master " find them sleeping/' with their 
work unfinished. To this he adds the inter- 
esting "parable of the ten virgins," in which, 
under the figure of an Eastern wedding, he 
still further illustrates the important lesson 
just inculcated. 

Representing himself as the *' bride- 
groom," and his professed disciples as the 
"ten virgins,** he places the scene at night, 
at which time marriages in the East were 
celebrated. According to the uniform cus- 
tom, the ** bridegroom " and his friends pro- 
ceed to the home of the bride, for the pur- 
pose of escorting her and her companions to 
the house of the bridegroom, where the mar- 
riage festivities are to be observed. At some 
convenient point along the route to be passed 
over by the bridal party the "virgins" place 
themselves, to await the coming of the pro- 
cession, intending to join it, and with the 
others pass into the festal hall. 

Apparently all are equally prepared for 
the occasion, for all alike have the "lamp'* 
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of a formal Christian profession, and the 
"oil'* of faith, at least to an intellectual 
degree. But while some have the spirit of 
Christianity as well as the form, others have 
only the form, and by their careless conduct 
show but too plainly that they "deny the 
power thereof." As some time must elapse 
before the procession arrives, they all alike 
betake themselves to sleep — perhaps the 
sleep of death — some with the sweet con- 
sciousness of thorough readiness for the 
"bridegroom's" arrival at any hour, and 
some under the soothing sense of false secu- 
rity. 

Suddenly the joyous songs of the advanc- 
ing procession are heard in the distance, and 
the cry rings out shrill and clear upon the 
midnight air: "Behold, the bridegroom com- 
eth! go ye out to meet him." With throb- 
bing hearts the "virgins" all alike prepare 
to obey, and so "arise and trim their lamps." 
But while the prudent find their lamps still 
brightly burning, the "foolish" discover to 
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their dismay that their wicks are charred, 
and their lights fast "going out," because 
their meager supply of ." oil '' is well-nigh 
exhausted; and so in agony akin to despair 
they turn to their companions in the hope 
of securing that which they should have pro- 
vided for themselves. Well aware that they 
have no "works of supererogation,'* the' 
"wise virgins '' give the only advice admis- 
sible under the circumstances, and so refer 
their "foolish" comrades to the oil-mer- 
chants, that they may " buy for themselves." 
But while they were 'gone at that untimely 
hour to secure the oil of a consistent Chris- 
tian life and a personal faith, "the bride- 
groom came, and they that were ready went 
in with him to the marriage ; *' and in order 
that the festivities of the occasion might not 
be interrupted by untimely intrusions, " the 
door was shut." 

Finding it impossible to secure oil at such 
an hour, the "foolish virgins "soon return; 
and in the vain hope that their careless 
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neglect may be overlooked, they knock for 
admission to the marriage-feast; but to their 
dismay the bridegroom answers their cry 
with the Boul-crushing words, "Verily I 
say unta you, I know you not!'^ As they 
had been indifierent to his claims, so he is 
now in turn indifierent to their calls, and 
they are forever shut out from his pres- 
ence; not because they were willful hypo- 
crites, but because they were careless formalists. 

The Master's stay with his disciples was 
now nearly at an end, and he was anxious to 
give them all the instructions he could; so 
that, although they had already sat a long 
time in the quiet twilight seclusion, he de- 
tains them yet a little longer, while he re- 
peats a parable which he had spoken not 
long before when they were come nigh to 
Jerusalem, and before he had made his tri- 
umphal entry (Luke xix. 11-28). The par- 
ables are not identical, but similar. In the 

parable of the virgins, as Trench suggests, 
6 
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patient waiting was the prominent idea, while 
here it is faithful working. In the one, ^ by 
the fate of the foolish virgins we are warned 
against negligence and decay in the inner 
life; in the other, by the doom of the sloth* 
ful servant, against indolence inonrontward 
vocation and work. The one enforces the 
need of keeping the heart with all diligence; 
the other of putting all diligence into our 
outward service." 

In this parable Christ represents him* 
self as a slave owner who intrusts certain 
sums of money to each of his servants pre- 
paratory to taking a long journey. Hav- 
ing furnished them the necessary capi- 
tal, he expects them, by diligent use and 
active efibrt, to increase the amount. Ac- 
cordingly, as soon as their master is gone, 
the faithful servants begin their efforts, and 
are soon rewarded by seeing their original 
capital doubled. But one wicked and sloth- 
ful servant, because he had not received as 
much as the others, but more especially, 
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perhaps, on account of his natural indolence, 
"went out and hid his lord's money," mak- 
ing no effort whatever to increase it. 

In due time, but unexpectedly, the master 
returns and calls his servants to give an ac* 
count of their stewardship. With glad hearts 
those who had been faithful to their trusts 
respond, and are rewarded by their master 
not only with welcome words of commen- 
dation, but also with promotion and power. 
Seeing the others thus recompensed, the 
slothful servant, with many misgivings of 
heart andupbraidings of conscience, staggers 
into his lord's presence, and presenting the 
money he had received seeks to justify his 
indolence by rudely attacking his master's 
character. His reasons for indolence and 
neglect, as stated by the servant, are turned 
into an argument against him, for if his 
master was such a man as he had described 
there was the greater necessity for his being 
active and diligent; and so, instead of re- 
ceiving a reward as the others had done, he 
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is deservedly puuished; but his punishment 
is administered not because he is wicked, but 
because he is an " unjyrofitable servant." He 
is punished not for sins of commission, but 
for sins of omission; just as the tree that is 
cut down as a **curaberer of the ground" is 
not the tree that bore bad fruit, but the tree 
that bore no fruit 

' This important truth is still further empha- 
sized by the Master in his graphic description 
of the judgment which the punishment of the 
unprofitable servant apparently suggests; but 
in order that the significance of the parables 
may not be overlooked, the Master gives 
his disciples their application by holding up 
the central truth for their consideration. 
And again, striking the key-note of the les- 
sons he had just spoken, he says: "Watch 
therefore, for ye know neither the day nor 
the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.'* 
And then, as though afraid his warning 
words might after all fail of their object, he 
proceeds to emphasize them still further by 
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sketching the sublime scenes of the judg- 
menty where he represents himself as sitting 
upon the judgment-seat with the multiplied 
raillions of his creatures assembled before 
him, examining into their former lives and 
making their destiny to turn upon sins of 
omission rather than sins of commission — 
upon what men have not done rather than 
what they have done — for the purpose, no 
doubt, of impressing upon his followers, in 
all ages of the world, the great importance 
of watchful care and earnest diligence in the 
Christian life. 

The twilight shadows had now deep- 
ened on the rugged brow of Olivet, or, per- 
haps, had entirely disappeared in the soft, 
mellow light of the full moon, ere our Lord 
concluded these lessons; but having thus 
forewarned his disciples of the coming dan- 
ger, and instructed them to make public the 
words of warning that he had just spoken 
to them here in private, he resumes his 
journey to Bethany, where he, doubtless. 
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enters the peaceful home of Lazarus and his 
sisters, now doubly dear to him after the 
incessant labors of that busy and eventfu] 
day. 



^ , 



Wednesday, April 5, A.D. 80. 



HAVING, on the preceding day, finished 
the prophetic part of his mediatorial 
work on earth, in order that his exhausted 
physical nature may have some chance to 
recuperate before he enters upon the still 
severer ordeal through which he must pass 
in the exercise of his priestly functions, our 
Saviour spends the whole of tVeduesday and 
the greater part of Thursday breathing the 
peaceful atmosphere and enjoying the sacred 
associations of friendship in the little subur- 
ban village of Bethany. Here his friends 
gather around him for the double purpose 
of listening to his words of wisdom and of 
showing him respect and honor. Among 
others who found his presence a delight was 
" Simon the leper," whose malady had been 
most probably healed by the Master, and 

(87) 
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whose soul had been regenerated by the 
Spirit. No doubt he was a man of wealth, 
and possibly a kinsman of Lazarus and his 
sisters — at any rate an intimate friend, as 
we infer from the liberties they took in his 
house (John xii. 2). 

Constrained by his love for our Lord, and 
as an expression of his gratitude, Simon 
made a feast in his honor, to which the dis- 
ciples, and perchance all the kindred spirits 
of the village, were invited. On that occa- 
sion, no doubt, many an interesting truth 
fell from the lips of him who " spake as 
never man spake,^' of which w^e have no 
record whatever; but during the progress of 
the feast there occurred an exceedingly in- 
teresting incident that has been preserved. 
Mary, the loving sister of Lazarus, who, 
by reason of her confiding nature and inti- 
mate association with Jesus, had probably 
grasped the true idea of his approaching 
death, as a last act to prove her love and 
devotion to him took a box or vase of very 
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costly perfume, and breaking the seal which 
kept the essence from evaporating, she 
"poured it on his head;** and not content 
with this, she also " anointed his feet and 
wnped them with her hair ** as he reclined 
■ at the table according to the Eastern custom. 
This act, so indicative of a noble mind and a 
liberal heart, and manifesting such unselfish 
devotion, was very grateful to our Saviour, 
who understood its true significance and 
knew that it had reference to his burial ; but 
its eflFect upon at least one other of the party 
was widely different, for it awakened within 
the wicked heart of Judas Iscariot such covet- 
ous desires as led him openly to condemn it; 
for he says, with well-concealed hypocrisy, 
"Why was not this ointment sold for three 
hundred pence, and given to the poor?" And 
"this he said not that he cared for the poor, 
but because he was a thief, and having the 
bag bare what was put therein." He thought 
such a friend of the Master ought to have 
given the money to meet the necessities of 
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the little band; and, as their treasurer, he 
coald then easily have appropriated a portion 
of it to his own use. As it was, it seemed 
absolutely wasted ; and it was a considerable 
sum, for the perfume was probably worth 
some forty or fifty dollars; and so the other 
disciples, carried away with the plausibility 
of his speech and ignorant of his motives, 
join with him in the " murmur against her** 
— not only speaking about her, but probably 
to her — upbraiding her for her conduct. 
But Jesus, well knowing that her loving act 
had been misunderstood and her motives 
misjudged, rebukes his disciples, at the same 
time explaining to them the solemn signifi- 
cance of the act; and without in the least 
undervaluing the claims of the poor, he com- 
mends the conduct of Mary in words that 
have secured for her a monument more last- 
ing than tablets of brass or pillars of marble, 
for he says, " Wheresoever this gospel shall 
be preached throughout the whole world, this 
also that she hath done shall be spoken of 
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for a memorial of her" — a wonderful, proph- 
ecy, repeating itself in every age, and prov- 
- ing to every land and nation the omniscience 
of the prophet ; for this simple act of this lov- 
ing heart is not only remembered and cher- 
ished by our Lord, but it has been endowed, 
as it were, with a self-perpetuating power by 
which, with a fragrance richer far than the 
"ointment of spikenard,'* it spreads itself 
over the world wherever the Christian re- 
ligion is known and felt. 

This exceedinglyinteresting event stands in 
the record as a pleasing parenthesis between 
the foul plots of Christ's open enemies and 
I the blacker treachery of his false friend. 

* Hi 
Humiliated by their repeated defeats and 

thirsting for revenge, our Lord's adversaries 

soon renew their plots for his destruction ; 

for then assembled together the chief priests 

and the scribes and the elders of the people 

unto the palace of the high-priest, who 

was called Caiaphas, and consulted that 
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they might take Jesus by subtility and kill 
him; but they said: "Not on the feast- 
day, lest there be an uproar among the peo- 
ple." 

The city was at this time filled with 
strangers, many of whom had heard Jesus in 
Galilee and Perea, and regarded him a 
prophet ; and they had manifested their ap- 
probation at his triumphal entry into Jeru- 
salem only a few days before, so that the 
rulers had good cause to dread this vast mul- 
titude, numbering, according to Josephus, 
" some two millions of people,** for the least 
provocation might lead to a national insur- 
rection. They were, no doubt, in great per- 
plexity; and we have no means of determin- 
ing wl^t their plan would havfebeen had not 
the base and blackened traitor solved the 
problem for them. 

Stung by his Master's rebuke, whicb his 
conscience told him he richly deserved, we. 
may well imagine that Judas finds the com- 
pany at Simon's house uncongenial, and their- 
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Conversation irksome and unpleasant; and 
so, with the first opportunity that offers, he 
excuses himself and returns to Jerusalem. 
On his way, meditating upon the imagined 
insult he had received, he is filled with an- 
ger, and then as his mind recurs to the waste 
of the ointment he feels afresh the eager long- 
ings of a morbid avarice. When suddenly 
remembering how anxiously the rulers had 
sought to entrap his Master, with feelings of 
mingled avarice and revenge he goes " unto 
the chief priests to betray him unto them." 
He has no difliculty in gaining admission 
to their secret conclave when once the object 
for which he comes is suggested ; for *' when 
they heard it they were glad; *' nor does he 
wait long for a reply to his question, "What 
will ye give me and I will deliver him 
unto you?" for the "thirty pieces of silver,'' 
the paltry price for the accidental killing 
of a servant (Ex. xxi. S2), were eagerly 
promised. The bargain being thus closed, 
**from that time he gought opportunity to 
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betray him in the absence of the multi- 
tude," 80 as to avoid an uproar, which was, 
perhaps, one of the conditions made by the 

rulers. 

As the Master sits in Bethany calmly con- 
versing with his friends, his omniscient eye 
is reading all that occurs in the palace of 
Caiaphas in Jerusalem f and when it rests 
upon the base act of the traitor, he makes, 
perhaps, his first announcement of the pre- 
cise time when he shall suffer, for he says 
to those around him, " Ye know that after 
two days is the Feast of the Passover, and 
the Son of man is betrayed to be crucified,*' 
as though he had said, ''Judas has just per- 
formed the act of treason which will culmi- 
nate in my death day after to-morrow;" an 
announcement but imperfectly understood 
by his friends, most probably, else they 
would have protested against bis return to 
Jerusalem. 

We may well imagine that the rulers kept 
"jubilee" that night, and that Judas, with 
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mingled emotions of satisfaction and regret, 
remains in their <}ompany rather than re- 
turn to Bethany and face the questioning 
gaze of his intended victim. 
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Thursday, AprU 6, A.D. 80. 



PERHAPS more sad and mournful mem- 
ories cluster around Thursday, April 6, 
A.D. 30, than around any day connected 
with the life-history of our Lord. It is on 
this day that he bids a final farewell to Beth- 
any and the sacred associations that cluster 
around it. It is on the evening of this day 
that he gathers around him his little com- 
pany of chosen companions for the last time 
to participate in that festival so strikingly 
typical of the awful tragedy through which 
he must so soon pass. It is on the night of. 
this day that he wrestles in such eager ear- 
nestness with his dark destiny in the gloomy 
garden of grief. It is on the night of this 
day that a false and faithless friend basely 
betrays him into the hands of his enemies 
with the sweetest symbol of affection. It is 
(96) 
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on the night of this day, when he most 
needed sympathy and support, that he is so 
cruelly deserted by the trusted Twelve. It is 
on the night of this day that, deserted and 
alone, he falls into the hands of a merciless 
mob, who arraign him before the high-priest 
upon a false charge, and heap upon him ev- 
ery imaginable indignity and insult. It is 
on the night of this day, when his sensitive 
soul is thus weighed down with growing 
grief, that he is so basely repudiated and de- 
nied by one whom he has so often trusted 
and so especially honored. 

On this day, then, already so memorable 
in Jewish history as the time "when the 
passover must be killed," in order that he 
may once more partake of it with his disci- 
ples, "he sent Peter and John, saying. Go 
and prepare us the passover, Ihat we may 
eat;'' and after receiving minute directions 
as to how they shall find a suitable room in 
the house of a man who was most probably 
himself a disciple of the Lord, they go forth, 
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and tittd every thing ready, as foretold by 
their Master. 

After making all necessary preparations, 
Peter and John return to Bethany, where 
Jesus and the other disciples still remain. 
In the afternoon they bid adieu to their 
faithful friends and turn their footsteps 
again toward Jerusalem for the purpose of 
celebrating the most interesting and impor* 
tant of all the Jewish festivals. This feast 
had a twofold significance — pointing back 
to that memorable night when the death- 
angel had so mercifully passed over the blood- 
stained houses of Israel (Ex. xii. 1-28), and 
forward, as a beautiful symbol, to the time, 
now so near at hand, when "Christ, our 
Passover, should be sacrificed for us" {1 Cor. 
V. 7). In its preparation the paschal lamb, 
which was the most significant element of 
the supper, could only be killed by the 
priests in the court of the Temple (Deut. 
xvi. 5-7; 2 Chron. xxxv. 1-11; Lev. xvii. 8-. 
6). There the owner, after it was killed, re- 
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ceivecj it and carried it to his house in Jeru- 
salem, where it was roasted whole iu an oven 
with two spits of pomegranate- wood thrust 
through it, in the form of a cro^s. Thug 
roasted with fire as an emblem of purifica- 
tion, it was served up with a bitter salad, in- 
dicative of the bitterness of the bondage of 
Egypt. Not fewer than ten nor more than 
twenty persons were admitted to this sacred 
solemnity. 

The characteristics of the Passover were: 
(1) The paschal lamb, which must be '*a male 
without blemish;" (2) the unleavened bread, 
which was made of wheat, rye, barley, or 
oats, but generally of the finest wheat-flour; 
(8) the bitter herbs, which were endive, chic^ 
ory, wild lettuce, or nettles — important arti- 
cles of food to the ancient Egyptians; (4) 
the four cups of wine, which was no doubt 
unfermented, because the feast took one of 
its names from the exclusion of leaven and 
all elements of fermentation, thus symbol 
izing the purification of the'heart (I Cor. v. 
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6-8); (5) the Hallel, a name contracted from 
"halleluiah" and given to the service of 
song, which consisted of the series of Psalms 
from one hundred and thirteen to one hun-^ 
dred and eighteen. All work ceased early 
in the afternoon; no ordinary food was al- 
lowed after midday, and no uncircumcised 
person was admitted to the supper. When 
all was ready, the family gathered around 
the table, the blessing was asked, and the 
first cup of wine drank. The bitter herbs 
were then introduced, and a portion of them 
eaten. The unleavened bread was next hand- 
ed around, and then the lamb was placed on 
the table; but before it was eaten the second 
cup of wine was drank and the eldest son 
asked the significance of the service (Ex. xii. 
26), to which the father replied, giving its 
history and import. Then the first part of 
the Hallel, consisting of Psalms one hundred 
and thirteen and one hundred and fourteen, 
was sung. After this the lamb was carved 
0,nd eaten, and the third and fourth cups of 
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wine were drank in close succession, the whole 
service being then concluded by singing the 
second part of the Hallel, consisting of 
Psalms one hundred and fifteen to one hun- 
dred and eighteen, to which reference is per- 
haps made where it is stated of Christ and 
his disciples that "they sung a hymn, and 
went out into the Mount of Olives." 

To engage in this interesting and deeply 
significant service, the Master and his little 
company of followers now go to Jerusalem 
to the upper room where Peter and John 
had previously made all necessary prepara- 
tions, and about six o'clock in the evening 
"when the hour was come he sat down, and 
the twelve apostles with him;*' but before 
they begin to eat he makes known to them 
the desire which he had so long and so ear- 
nestly entertained of eating this feast with 
them, perhaps because it was to mark the 
point of transition between the old economy 
and the new and the exchange of the Pass- 
over for the more simple but more signifi- 
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cant Eucharist, or Lord's Supper. An illus- 
tration of the strange perversity of human 
nature here stands forth in striking contrast 
with the sacred solemnities of the occasion. 
Still clinging to their cherished idea that their 
Master wjb^ about to establish a temporal 
kingdom, and envious perhaps of Peter and 
John because of the prominence that had 
been given them in the preparation of the 
supper, as the disciples were about to take 
their places at the table "there was a strife 
among them which of them should be ac- 
counted the greatest'' and entitled to the 
most honorable position at the table and in 
the supposed kingdom about to be estab- 
lished. Mildly rebuking them, Jesus ex- 
plains to them that his kingdom is not to be 
like those of the world, but that i/i it honor is 
to be measured by humility; and then, after as- 
suring them that their expectations, although 
misdirected, shall not be disappointed, but 
that in due time they shall have a position 
of royalty and "sit upon thrones," he pro- 
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ceeds to illustrate his lesson of humility by 
himself rising from the table, girding him- 
self with a towel like a servant, and in turn 
washing the feet of each disciple — thereby 
teaching them that, as "the servant is not 
greater than his lord,'' in imitation of his 
example they are to act toward each other, 
ever willing to perform the very humblest 
service. Peter, misapprehending the import 
of his Master's conduct, at first remonstrates, 
and then, in his impulsive nature swinging 
to the opposite extreme, furnishes our Lord 
with the opportunity of gently hinting to 
the little company the base treachery of one 
of their number. Again seating himself at 
the table, he declares more plainly that one 
of them has proved a traitor; and how much 
it cost him to make this statement we learn 
from John, who says that he was "troubled 
in spirit,'^ perhaps visibly overcome with 
emotion; and so his sympathetic disciples 
were also "exceeding sorrowful," and as 
they "looked upon one another, doubting 
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of whom he spoke," they *' began every one 
to say unto him, Lord, is it I?" In tlie 
Greek the expression is negative in form, 
and is equivalent to "It is not I, is it? " As- 
tonished beyond measure at the declaration 
of their Master, each disciple was desirous 
of excusing himself, but at the same time 
was unwilling to accuse another. If they 
had any suspicions in regard to Judas they 
did not venture even to hint them; but it is 
probable that he had so carefully concealed 
his true character that in the estimation of 
his fellow-disciples he was above suspicion. 
Unable longer to bear the suspense, Peter, 
conscious of his own integrity, from his po- 
sition on the opposite side of the table beck- 
ons to John, who occupies his favorite place 
next to the Master, to ask the name of the 
guilty party, and without replying directly 
Jesus privately points out the traitor to John 
by means of a sign. The amazement and 
inquiry still continuing, fearing that his si- 
lence may betray him, Judas also asks, "Is 
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it I?'' to which Jesus no doubt replies by a 
nod or some sign, and at the same time 
points him out to the others as the traitor 
by declaring that "it is one of the twelve, 
that dippeth with me in the dish," the lan- 
guage indicating that Judas occupied a po- 
sition verv near to the Master, as several 
dishes were no doubt necessary to accom- 
modate them all. 

Having thus revealed the treachery of Ju- 
das, Jesus declares that while it will but lead 
to the fulfillment of the eternal purposes of 
God, his crime is inexcusable, inasmuch as 
his free agency is wholly untouched. Stung 
with shame and mortification at this expos- 
ure of his guilt, Judas yields himself up to 
the power of Satan, and seeks the firgt op- 
portunity for withdrawing from company 
which he now finds so uncongenial, while 
Christ, reading his secret thoughts, and as if 
impatient to be relieved of his presence, 
bids him go and carry his fiendish purpose 
into fatal execution. The other disciples 
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heard the words of Jesus addressed to the 
traitor, and noted his departure; but although 
his treachery had been made known to them, 
little did they suppose that it was so near its 
consummation, for they thought that as the 
treasurer he had only been sent out to make 
some necessary purchases for the feast, or 
that he had been dispatched upon some er- 
rand of charity, for "no man at the table 
knew for what intent Jesus spake unto him ; " 
and as the base traitor goes out from the 
presence of his companions, the darkness of 
"night" envelops the earth, and the deeper 
darkness of eternal death seizes upon his 
treacherous soul. 

As soon as Judas is .gone the other dis- 
ciples no doubt begin to comment upon his 
treachery, which causes the Master to de- 
clare that he will not be the only one to 
prove unfaithful. He well knew that on ac- 
count of the erroneous opinions they had 
formed in regard to his kingdom they 
would be sadly disappointed by what was 
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about to occur, and so he says, "All ye shall 
be offended because of rae this night;" for 
he was well aware that Judas was even at 
that moment on his way to the "rulers," and 
that the mob would erelong come upon them 
in Gethsemane. But Peter, always impetu- 
ous, and little understanding his own heart, 
said unto him, "Although all shall be of- 
fended, yet will not I," his language inti- 
mating the impossibility of all the disciples 
acting so base a part, but even if an event 
so improbable should occur he feels sure of 
his own fidelity; and so, although giving ev- 
idence of his ardent love for his Master, he 
betrays great ignorance of his own heart. 
He assumes a superiority over his fellow-dis- 
eiples, which our Saviour no doubt intended 
to rebuke when, on a subsequent occasion, 
he asked him, " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these?" (John xxi. 15). 
Well knowing the danger to which his self- 
confidence exposed his impulsive friend, 
Jesus warns him of Satan's desire to gain 
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power over him, such as he once possessed 
over Job, but tells him that he has prayed 
for him, so that, although he shall fall before 
the power of temptation, yet he shall not be 
utterly overcome. Conscious of his honest 
love, and distressed that his Master should 
entertain such an opinion of him, Peter re- 
aiRrms his love and fidelity, declaring his 
readiness to "lay down his life'' for the 
sake of his friend. Again the warning words 



fall upon his ear, "I tell thee, Peter, the cock 
shall not crow this day before that thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me," and again 
"he spake the more vehemently. If I should 
die with thee, I will not deny thee in anywise." 
Peter, although perhaps more emphatic in 
his declarations of affection and fidelity, was 
only spokesman for the others, for "like- 
WMse also said they all," and though they did 
not all deny him, they /o?'50o/j him, like cow- 
ards, in the hour of danger, their self-confi- 
dence and subsequent conduct strikingly il- 
lustrating the words of Solomon, "When 
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pride cometh, then cometh shame " (Prov. 
xi. 2). 

'_ After a pause the Master resumes his 
, words of warning, declaring to his aston- 
ished disciples that their future would be 
very difterent from the past. They would 
now have need of both '^ purse and script,'^ 
and, in a figurative sense, also of the " sword," 
for the prophecy of Isaiah, " He was reck- 
oned among the transgressors," was fast 
Hearing its fulfillment; and, in fact, so near 
at hand does his approaching glory seem 
that he speaks of it as if already accom- 
plished — " Now is the Son of man glorified; " 
and then, as if suddenly remembering that 
that which will bring glory and gladness to 
him will bring separation and sorrow to 
them, he gently discloses to them the fact 
that he is about to leave them, and for their 
mutual comfort and help, in the midst of 
their difficulties and dangers, he gives them 
a farewell message, "a new commandment,'^ 
that "ye love one another as I have loved 
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you;" and this they were to do not only for 
tlieir own good, but for his glory, for "by this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ve have love one to another.*' This love for 
each other would be a sort of compensation 
for his absence, and also a badge by which 
they were to be known as his followers. 

This disclosure of his early departure from 
their midst, together with the revelation of 
the treachery of one of their number, filled 
the little band with deepest sorrow, so that 
the heavy hearts and sad countenances in 
that " upper room " presented a striking con- 
trast to the joyous scenes throughout the 
city on that Passover night, around which 
clustered so many pleasant memories To 
counteract these sorrowful feelings the Mas- 
ter kindly lifts their thoughts from the 
gloomy present to the glorious future, and 
gently whispers: "Let not your heart be 
troubled; ye believe in God, believe also in 
jne. In my Father's house are many man- 
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sions. ... I go to prepare a place for you, 
. . . and will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also." Thus he assures them that their 
separation, although inevitable, shall not be 
final, and that it shall eventuate in their 
eternal good. Tie here enters, as it were, the 
very "holy of holies" of Divine truth, and 
reveals to his disciples those sublime teach- 
ings contained in the fourteenth, fifteenth, 
sixteenth, and seventeenth chapters of John, 
which form so fitting a sequel to the sacred 
and sublime scenes witnessed in that "upper 
room.*' No longer restrained by the pres- 
ence of the traitor, our Lord pours out the 
love of a full heart in words of sweetest sig- 
nificance and most gracious import, while 
the little band of sorrowing disciples listen 
with eager and wondering^ attention, the cir- 
cumstances of the occasion serving to impress 
them indelibly upon each mind and heart. 
Thus they linger around the table until a 
late hour of the night, and some time during 
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the Passover supper, perhaps near its close, 
our Lord changes both the name and nature 
of the feast. Its significance, so far as it re- 
fers to himself, is changed from a prophetic 
rite to a commemorative ordinance. The 
supper was now virtually finished. Homage 
had been paid to the past, and the Passover, 
the symbol of the theocracy, had been duly 
recognized and observed; but as Jesus was 
about to leave his disciples, knowing that 
they would need some emblem, some com- 
mon bond which should outwardly link them 
together and to their common Master, he 
proceeds to institute a rite, simple in its 
grandeur and grand in its simplicity, which 
should Jaenceforth be honored as the symbol 
of the new dispensation. For this purpose 
"he took bread" — one of the unleavened 
cakes provided for the Passover feast; and 
" wine " — the " grace cup " that stood ready 
to be drank at the conclusion of the feast; 
and out of these two simple elements insti- 
tuted a new feast, typifying his broken body 
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and shed blood ; and as the elements were 
the same in both, the two feasts are seen to 
be of like import, although the one was de- 
signed to supersede the other. There was 
no doubt something in his manner as he took 
the bread that attracted the especial atten- 
tion of the disciples, and impressed them 
with the solemn significance of the act. 
Having thus taken the bread, "he blessed 
and brake it, and gave it to them, and said, 
Take, eat; this is my body." The breaking 
of the bread was itself a significant act, re- 
ferring to his death, and, as if to demonstrate 
its importance, it is recorded in all four of 
the accounts of the institution of the ordi- 
nance. That the bread simply represents 
the body of Christ is so evidently the mean- 
ing of the language that it would require 
no notice whatever were it not for the absurd 
and monstrous doctrines of transubstantia- 
tion and consubstantiation, built upon a per- 
version of our Lord's language by both the 

Roman and Lutheran Churches. For the 
8 
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use of similar metaphors, see Gen. xli. 26; 
Ezek. xxxvii. 11; Luke viii. 11; Matt. xiii. 
^8; 1 Cor. x. 4; Gal. iv. 24; Rev. i. 20. 
There was a distinct thanksgiving for the 
bread and wine respectively in the Jewish 
feast, and to this custom Christ conforms, 
for " he took also the cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, saying. 
Drink ye all of it; " and Mark records the 
fact that "they all drank of it,'' and so both 
the command and the recorded fact stand in 
strange and striking contrast to the custom 
of Borne in withholding the cup from the 
people. As the "bread" represents Christ's 
broken body, so the "wine" represents his 
shed blood, the two together typifying* his 
sufterings and death, and so forming a com- 
memorative ordinance, its object and import 
being set forth in his own words: "This do 
in remembrance of me, for as oft as ye eat 
this bread and drink this cup ye do show the 
Lord's death till he come." 

This feast, then, like the Passover, has a 
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twofold significance, designed to call the 
mind away from the present and carry it 
back amid the sacred scenes of the past, 
where he was " wounded for our transffres- 
sions,'' or forward to the sublimer scenes of 
the future, when he " shall come again, sur- 
rounded by angels, and clothed with power 
and glory." But the feast is not only one of 
eommemoraiion — it is also one of confessiorij 
because the participant thus publicly con- 
fesses a sense of his own sinfulness and at 
the same time his faith in the atoning merits 
of Christ. It is likewise a feast of commun- 
ion (1 Cor. X. 16), where believers sit together 
as members of one family, in sweet and in- 
timMe fellowship with each other and with 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. But the 
name by which the feast is now commonly 
designated is not found in the Bible at alL 
It is called a " sacrament," a name derived 
from a Latin term used to denote the oath 
of allegiance which the subject took to sup- 
port the sovereign, and so we have it set 
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forth as a feast of consecration^ in which the 
believer pledges eternal fidelity to his Master. 

Having established this ordinance, so sim- 
ple and yet so significant, upon the ruins of 
the old Passover, giving to the bread and 
wine of the former feast a new meaning and 
a sweet and solemn import, as the mute me- 
morials of his death, our Lord lingers around 
the table with his disciples, amid the sacred 
scenes of that *^ upper room,'' yearning over 
them as he speaks to them his words of fond 
farewell, and offering in their behalf that 
sublime priestly prayer recorded in the sev- 
enteenth chapter of John, until it was no 
doubt near midnight, when they closed the 
solemn service by singing the customary Hal- 
lel, consisting of Psalms cxv. to cxviii. ^' When 
they had sung a hymn they went out unto 
the Mount of Olives," where was witnessed 
the saddest scene in all human history, sadder 
even, in some respects, and more mysterious, 
than the bloody tragedy of the cross. 

Long years before his advent into the 
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world our Lord was characterized bv the 
prophet as "a Man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief," and his life fulfilled 
this prophecy to the very letter. Tradition 
says he often wept, but was never known to 
smile. But the scene in Gethsemane marks 
the culmination of his anguish, the sublime 
climax of his sufferings. It was there he 
"trod the wine-press" alone, and bore in 
solitary sorrow the concentrated guilt of a 
wicked world. It was there his pure soul 
was brought into such close contact with 
the revolting spectacle of sin that he real- 
ized the withdrawal of his Father's presence 
in all of its unutterable bitterness. 

Well may the human soul contemplate 
Gethsemane with wonder and reverential 
awe, for there was fought and won the battle 
that determined its destiny. There Satan, 
who had fled in manifest defeat from the 
trial in the wilderness, renews the attack 
with all the cruel determination of a last ef- 
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fort, and is again vanquished; for from that 
strange, mysterious scene of unearthly sor- 
row our Lord comes forth with all the calm 
dignity of a conscious conqueror. The only 
clew to the sacred and solemn secrets of 
Gethsemane is to-be found in the fact that 
*'he was wounded for our transgressions, 
and bruised for our iniquities." In no other 
way can our Lord's sufferings be explained, 
or the strange problem of his bitter anguish 
be solved. 

The place where this severe struggle with 
the powers of darkness occurred was near 
the foot of the west slope of the Mount of 
Olives, about half a mile from the walls of 
Jerusalem, the traditional site being " at the 
junction of the main roadway from Beth- 
any and a narrow path that crosses the sum- 
mit of the mountain." John calls it a gar- 
den, and it was known as Gethsemane, or 
" oil-press,*^ perhaps from a press that stood 
near by which was used to make olive-oil 
from the fruit of the numerous olive-trees 
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with which the mount abounded. To this 
place, then, rendered immortal by reason of 
the holy memories that cluster around it, 
the Master and his disciples come, near the 
lone hour of midnight, while the mellow 
light of the full moon reveals each familiar 
object If ear the entrance to the garden he 
leaves eight of his disciples with the assur- 
ance that he retires from them for the pur- 
pose of prayer, as he had no doubt often 
done before in this same place (John xviii. 
2). He desires that his great agony may be 
as private as possible; and yet, as if feeling 
the need of human sympathy in this dark 
and trying hour, "he taketh with him Peter, 
and James, and John,'* the three favored 
disciples, who had witnessed the exhibition 
of his greatness (Mark v. 37) and of his glory 
(Mark ix. 2), and were now the chosen wit- 
nesses of his grief. No sooner do the friend- 
ly shadows of the olive-trees screen him from 
the curious gaze of his companions than he 
begins to be "sore amazed and very heavy,'' 
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appalled and oppressed by the crusbuig 
weight of a world's guilt, by his burden of 
sorrow for the sins of men and of responsi- 
bility for their deliverance; and, as if seek- 
ing sympathy, he turns to the chosen three 
and "saith unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful unto death," or, as paraphrased 
by Brown: "I feel as if nature would sink 
under this load, as if life were ebbing out 
and death coming before its time; "and then, 
as though their very presence did him good, 
he says, " Tarry ye here and watch with me." 
But there was, as it were, a sort of holy of 
holies to this scene of sorrow, into which 
even the most familiar friend could not in- 
trude — a point where he must "tread the 
wine-press alone " (Isa. Ixiii. 3), and bear with- 
out aid or sympathy the crushing burden of 
the world's guilt; and so "he went forward 
a little, . . . about a stone's cast" — in sight 
and perhaps in hearing of the three, so that • 
they could be competent witnesses, able to 
give credible testimony in regard- to the 
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agony of their Lord. Being thus removed 
from the immediate presence of his disciples, 
he knelt down, and prostrating himself in 
the most humble attitude, with the most in- 
tense earnestness of soul he prayed that if it 
were possible the bitter cup of suffering and 
death might pass from him; but if it had 
passed from him it vv^ould have passed to 
guilty man in all its unfathomable bitterness. 
Had he given up the work of redemption, 
he could have been instantly relieved of his 
agony (Matt. xxvi. 53); but knowing that 
such relief would seal eternal ruin upon the 
human race, and that their rescue was in ac- 
cordance with the eternal purposes of the 
Father, he yields a willing submission, and 
concludes his prayer with, "Nevertheless, 
not what I will, but what thou wilt." Ac- 
cording to Brown, these words of our Lord 
"imply that this cup, in itself was so revolt- 
ing to, him that only its being the Father's 
will would induce him to taste it. The 
struggle is not between a reluctant and com- 
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pliant will, but between two views of one event 
— an abstract and a relative view — in the one of 
which it was revolting, in the other welcome.^*' 
Our Lord's grief seems to have come upon 
him, as it were, by surges; and so, having 
gained a momentary relief by this submis- 
sion of his soul to the Divine will, he re- 
turns to the three disciples, perhaps for the 
purpose of receiving that sympathy for 
which he had so touchingly asked; for, as 
one has beautifully said, "although he en- 
tered a cloud, from the bosom of which we 
hear only the broken cries of the struggle, 
yet as near as man can come he entreats him 
to approach." But "when he cometh, he 
findeth them asleep " — not watching for his 
return and ready to welcome him with words 
of solace and sympathy, and yet not indif- 
ferent and unsympathetic, for their sleep 
was itself an attestation of their intense in- 
terest in and sympathy for him, having been 
produced by their sorrow, as Luke tells us; 
and sleep, as physicians assure us, is a fre- 
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quent symptom of grief, as shown in the 
last hours of criminals. 

Coming to the sleeping disciples, our Lord 
addresses Peter as the representative of the 
others, and at the same time, no doubt, with 
reference to his arrogant and self-confident 
claims to superior fidelity; and so he asks, 
seemingly with some surprise : " Simon, sleeps 
est thou? Couldest thou not watch with me 
one hour?'* The intention seems to be to 
give Peter another warning, as though he 
had asked: "Has thy boasted fidelity van- 
ished so soon ? If thou canst not watch one 
hour, how canst thou endure the agony of 
many hours? " Knowing their need of vig- 
ilance and precaution, he repeats the warn- 
ing words: "Watch ye and pray, lest ye en- 
ter into temptation.'* Some are led into temp- 
tation, while others enter into it of their own 
accord; and he well knew that his disciples, by 
reason of their self-confidence, were in great 
danger of doing this, especially Peter, who, 
notwithstanding his Master's warning, actual- 
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]y did that very night voluntarily enter into 
temptation when he made his appearance in 
the midstof our Lord's enemies. Butthe Mas- 
ter well knew that the sleep of his disciples 
was not caused by indifierence, but by their 
intense interest and love for him; and so he 
hastens to soften the apparent harshness of 
his language by framing an excuse for them 
as they stand before him confused and self- 
condemned, for he says, "The spirit truly is 
ready, but the flesh is weak.*' He knew the 
weakness of the flesh from his own actual ex- 
perience, and perhaps felt it most keenly at 
that very moment as the surge of grief again 
began to rise higher and higher; and so, in 
order to sustain his sinking soul, "again he 
went away, and prayed, and spake the same 
words/* Luke tells us that his grief was so 
great that "there appeared an angel unto 
him from heaven strengthening him;" but 
this heavenly messenger was not sent to 
minister light or comfort, but purely to sus- 
tain and brace up sinking nature for a yet 
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hotter and fiercer struggle, for " being in an 
agony he prayed more earnestly; and his 
sweat was, as it were, great drops [literally 
"clots'*] of blood falling down to the 
ground." Matthew gives us the w^ords of 
this second prayer: "O my Father, if thie 
cup may not pass away except I drink it, thy 
will be done ; '' and so being again strength- 
ened by the subtle power of prayer, he re- 
turns to his friends and finds them "asleep 
again, for their eyes were heavy," and their 
hearts being burdened, an irresistible drow- 
siness overcame them. Perhaps without 
awaking them at all, he turns sorrowfully 
away from those from whom he had hoped 
to receive solace and sympathy, and "prayed 
the third time, saying the same words," not 
as a **vain repetition,'^ but in the intense 

earnestness of an anxious importunity. 

* 

This scene of suffering presents unfathom- 
able mysteries. Brown characterizes it as 
^'shuddering nature and indomitable will strug- 
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gling together," the one conquering the oth- 
er through the secret but sublime influence 
of prayer; and so as the third "thy will be 
done" falls from the lips of our Lord an in- 
vincible determination takes possession of 
his soul, and he goes forth to meet his fate 
with the calm dignity of a conscious con- 
queror. With this settled purpose, he re- 
turns again to his disciples, and finding them 
still sleeping he asks with apparent surprise, 
"Do ye sleep on and take your rest?" and 
immediately adds: "It is enough, the hour 
is come. Behold, the Son of man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners." The dark hour 
to which he had so long looked forward has 
at last come, but he is now fully prepared 
for it. The prophecies concerning him are 
being accomplished through the treachery 
of a false friend, and for this he is also ready; . 
and so he says to his disciples, "Rise up, let 
us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is at hand," 
perhaps at that moment appearing in the 
distance, for while our Lord in that quiet 
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upper room was entering the sanctum sanc- 
torum of the high mysteries of grace, and un- 
folding its treasures to his wondering disci- 
ples, the treacherous Judas had stolen away 
to the palace of the high-priest, and was 
busily engaged in arranging the details for 
his Master's arrest; and so, scarcely had the 
echoes of the struggle in Gethsemane died 
upon the midnight air, and the returning an- 
gel (Luke xxii. 43) borne the news of tri- 
umph to the skies, ere he appeared upon 
the scene surrounded by the representatives 
of the Jewish Church, in the midst of which 
all is now bustle and excitement. The trai- 
tor basely abuses the knowledge he has ob- 
tained through his intimate association with 
his intended victim. He well knows where 
to find him, either from some remark made 
at the supper-table or from his knowledge 
of his Master's habits, for John tells us that 
*' Judas, also, which betrayed him, knew the 
place, for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with 
his disciples." Jesus also knew that the trai- 
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tor would expect to find him amid those fa- 
miliar scenes, and so, instead of seeking to 
avoid him, he goes forth to meet him, in ful- 
fillment of his own prophetic words: **No 
man taketh my life from me, but I lay it 
down of myself/' 

The traitor was surnamed "Iscariot" 
probably because he was a native of Kerioth, 
a town of Judea; and, if so, his case was 
exceptional, as all the other disciples were 
from Galilee (Acts ii. 7); or he may have 
been so designated because he carried "the 
bag," the word ^'scartea^^ meaning a "leath- 
ern apron," and so the term was equivalent 
\o "Judas with the apron," or "Judas the 
treasurer." Of his life prior to his admis- 
sion among the Twelve we know absolutely 
nothing. He is designated as "one of the 
twelve '■ by all the evangelists whenever al- 
lusion is made to his treacherous act, as if to 
brand him with eternal infamy; but it is 
worthy of note that this is the last time he 
is so mentioned (Acts i. 25). Henceforth he 



s 
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is separated from them forever. Acting as 
leader and guide, be now comes "with a 
great multitude/' headed by a band of men 
and officers/' who were urged forward by 
the malicious "chief priests and captains of 
the temple and elders," but mostly composed 
of the rabble, who were drawn together by 
curiosity and incited to cruelty by the infu- 
riated leaders — all classes and conditions thus 
conspiring against the guiltless Son of God. 
The soldiers were armed with swords, while 
the rabble crowd carried sticks and clubs; 
and, although the moon was at its full, they 
take the precaution of providing lanterns 
and torches, lest perchance their intended 
victim may have concealed himself some- 
where in the dark ravine, and lest they 
should make a mistake and arrest the wrong 
man, which Judas was anxious to avoid for 
fear of losing his reward, and which the 
rulers were also anxious to prevent for fear 
of losing their intended victim and contem- 
plated revenge. They had taken another 
9 
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precaution, agreeing among themselves upon 
a sign by which he might be unmistakably 
identified, for "he that betrayed him had 
given them a token, saying, Whomsoever I 
shall kiss, that same is he; take him and hold 
him fast." A kiss was most probably the 
usual salutation of the disciples to their 
Master, and so would attract no special at- 
tention from any one not aware of the ob- 
ject for which it was given ; but Judas, in 
the madness of his great wickedness, seems 
to have forgotten his Master's miraculous 
power and unequaled skill in thwarting the 
purposes of his enemies upon former occa- 
sions. From his intimate association with 
him in the past he easily recognizes him as 
the light of the moon falls upon the familiar 
features; and, eager no doubt to accomplish 
his mission and secure his reward, " as soon 
as he is come he goeth straightway to him, 
and saith. Master, master, and kissed him" 
with tenderness — or fervor, as the Greek im- 
plies — thus in the very act of treachery bear- 
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ing testimony to the innocence of his victim. 
Against this salutation of hypocrisy our 
Lord at first gently remonstrates: "Friend, 
wherefore art thou come?" and then boldly 
challenges such conduct: "Judas, betray est 
thou the Son of man with a kiss?'' as though 
he had said, "Dare you presume to imprint 
upon the foulest act of treason the mark of 
tenderest affection?" Having received this 
withering rebute, Judas slinks back into the 
darkness, and Jesus steps forth to meet his 
assailants with the bold question, " Whom 
seek ye?*' and theii assures them that he 
himself is the object of their search, thus a 
second time most clearly demonstrating his 
own prophetic words: "No man taketh my 
life from me, but I lay it down of myself; '' 
for so awed were his enemies by his manner 
and his words that "they went backward 
and fell to the ground" completely power- 
less; and not until a second question from 
our Lord aroused the soldiers to the neces- 
sity of obeying their orders did they attempt 
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to arrest him. But by the time the second 
question was asked, having somewhat recov- 
ered from their surprise and alarm, and see- 
ing that he did not intend to ofler resistance 
"they laid their hands on him, and took 
him;'* and as they did so, Peter, always im- 
pulsive, but truly loyal to his Master, " having 
a sword drew it, and smote the high-priest's 
servant, and cut off his right-ear." Gently 
rebuking his impulsive disciple, Jesus touched 
the ear of the wounded servant and healed 
it, thus performing his last miracle for the 
benefit of an enemy; and then turning to 
bis assailants he challenges the rude and 
unreasonable manner in which they come to 
arrest him : "Are ye come out as against a 
thief or a robber, with swords and with 
staves to take me?'' He thus expresses his 
sense of the indignity and insult they offer 
him, and then reminds them of the many 
favorable opportunities for quietly appre- 
hending him they had allowed to pass unim- 
proved, for he 9ays, "Iwas daily with you 
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in the temple teaching, and ye took me not/' 
They had vainly sought an excuse for doing 
so, and hence this reminder of their repeated 
defeats must have been cutting in the ex- 
treme, and no doubt exasperated them to 
the last degree. Through sheer cowardice 
they had allowed the most favorable oppor- 
tunities for arresting him pass away, and 
now, as a further proof of their cowardice, 
they had come out against their unarmed 
and unresisting victim with an armed multi- 
tude, and even went so far in their coward- 
ice and cruelty as to "bind him '* (John xviii. 
12); but he voluntarily yields himself into 
thei*r power (Matt. xxvi. 53), because "the 
Scriptures must be fulfilled." 

Notwithstanding their indignation against 
Judas, and their earnest protestations of fi- 
delity to their Master, no sooner did the dis- 
ciples see him surrender himself unresist- 
ingly into the hands of his enemies than 
"they all forsook him and fled,*' and thus 
fulfilled the prediction which Jesus had made 
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concerning them. Like Peter, they would 
all no doubt have willingly fought for their 
Master, but they were not prepared for this 
voluntary surrender and submission to his 
enemies, and their flight was caused, perhaps, 
not so much by cowardice as by bitter disap- 
pointment at seeing their fond hopes and 
bright dreams of an earthly kingdom thus 
suddenly destroyed, and a sort of disgust 
that one possessed of such miraculous power 
as he had so often shown had not used it on 
this occasion to thwart the purposes of his 
enemies. 

Here Mark introduces an incident that is 
not found in any of the other records, and it 
has been conjectured with considerable prob- 
ability that the "young man'' referred to 
was Mark himself, and if so he seems to 
have adopted John's delicate style of self- 
allusion, for he says, " There followed him a 
certain young man, having a linen cloth cast 
about his naked body.** Lodging somewhere 
in the vicinity of Gethsemane, he was 
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aroused from his slumbers by the noisy mul- 
titude, and his curiosity getting the better 
of his prudence, without waiting to dress 
himself fully, he hastily throws around him- 
self a sheet or loose cloth, instead of the 
outer garment usually worn. Finding Jesus, 
with whom he was no doubt well acquainted, 
under arrest, he follows the crowd to see 
what will become of him, but when the at- 
tendants of the chief priests, supposing him 
to be one of the disciples, attempted to ar- 
rest him, " he left the linen cloth, and fled 
from them naked," easily escaping from their 
grasp on account of the manner in which he 
was dressed. 

Forsaken and alone, Jesus is now left in 
the hands of the merciless mob, who, holding 
him bound as a prisoner, proceed with him 
first to "Annas'* (John xviii. 13), who was 
high-|)riest by hereditary right, and father- 
in-law of Caiaphas, " which was the high- 
priest that same year" by Roman appoint-/ ' \_ 
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raent. Naturally the Jews carried their pris- 
oner to the man upon whom they looked as 
rightful high-priest, but he, recognizing Ro- 
man authority in the appointment of his son- 
in-law, sent them at once to Caiaphas (John 
xviii. 24), to whom reference is ever after- 
ward made in the process of the trial. Caia- 
phas was the man who had first instigated 
the Jews against Jesus (John xi. 49, 50), and 
was no doubt greatly rejoiced to find him 
now a helpless prisoner in the hands of his 
emissaries, and so he hurriedly calls together 
the Sanhedrim, or supreme court of the 
nation, by which it was ordained that the 
Messiah should be condemned (Mark viii. 
31). 

Recovering from their sudden surprise and 
fear, two of the disciples follow the crowd, 
with mingled feelings of love for their Mas- 
ter and curiosity to see what was to become 
of him. One of these was John, who,^being 
^ "known unto the high-priest, went in with 
Jesus into the palace.'* The other was the 
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impulsive Peter, who, being more timid, 
"followed afar off,'' manifesting even then a 
denying spirit; and so fearing to become the 
companion of his Master he lost the strength- 
ening influence of his presence. His conduct 
manifests a severe struggle between his curi- 
osity (Matt. xxvi. 58) and his cowardice, but 
the former gradually gaining the ascendency, 
he follows on to the very door of the palace. 
There he pauses for want of courage to enter, 
or because the porter refused to admit a 
stranger, and so "then went out that other 
disciple which was known of the high-priest, 
and spake unto her that kept the door, and 
brought in Peter;" but instead of accompa- 
nying John into the presence of his Master, 
he tarries in the outer court, where "the 
servants and oflicers stood, who had made a 
fire of coals, for it was cold.*' It was in the 
early spring, some hours before day, and the 
air was cool and chilly, so the attendants of 
the high-priest gathered around the fire to 
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warm themselves, "and Peter stood with 
them and warmed himself," thus "enter- 
ing into temptation " by voluntarily placing 
himself among the enemies of his Master. 



.N^ 



Friday, April I A.D. 80, 



THE crowd, with their prisoner, reached 
the high-priesVs palace not far from mid- 
night, so that at that late hour it would be 
difficult to collect the Sanhedrim; but so 
anxious is the malicious Caiaphas to secure 
the condemnation of the hated prisoner that 
he hastily sends couriers to the more zealous 
members of the court, caring only to secure 

a "quorum." While they are assembling to 

• 

join those who were already present, and 
had aided in the apprehension of Jesus, he 
conducts a sort of informal, preliminary ex- 
amination (John xviii. 19-23), in the hope of 
securing some accusation against our Lord, 
and so he asks him "of his disciples and of 
his doctrine; " but the prisoner, with the 
utmost prudence, simply refers him to his 
public ministry, which was sufficiently well 

(139) 
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known to make a formal statement upon the 
present occasion unnecessary. Again disap- 
pointed, their rage is ungovernable, and so 
"one of the- officers which stood by struck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand," the be- 
ginning of that series of indignities and in- 
sults which, unchallenged and unrebuked — 
nay, perhaps encouraged by the very man 
whose duty it was to protect the prisoner — 
have rendered that night memorable as one 
of the darkest in all human history. 

The question of the high-priest put to 
Christ in regard to his ''disciples'* was per- 
h&,ps overheard by the servants in the outer 
court, and led to the accusation of Peter as 
one of them; for "as Peter was beneath in 
the palace, there cometh one of the maids of 
the high-priest, and when she saw Peter 
warming himself, she looked upon him, and 
said. And thou also wast with Jesus of Naza- 
reth." She was 'Hhe damsel who kept the 
door," as John tells us, who had admitted 
Peter at the request of John but a few min- 
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utes before, so that she could easily have rec- 
ognized and identified him; but, as the Mas- 
ter had predicted, *'he denied him, saying, 
Woman, I know him not." He repudiates 
his Lord's acquaintance, and seeks to pass 
himself ofl* as one of the numerous visitors 
to the Passover feast; but feeling uncom- 
fortable in the presence of the servants after 
this accusation, his cowardice for the time 
getting the better of his curiosity, " he went 
out into the porch,"* where he is again rec- 
ognized and accused; for the other servants 
overhearing the remark of the portress, take 
it up, and after discussing it among them- 
selves, perhaps for the purpose of settling 
the question, they ask him, "Art not thou 
also one of his disciples?*' But "again he 
denied with an oath, I do not know the man," 
hoping no doubt by such ^emphasis to force 
them to believe him; and for a time it would 
seem his object was at least partially secured. 
All that Peter did or said was witnessed by 
his Master as he sat in the council chamber. 
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which overlooked the open court, or "pal- 
ace/' where the attendants were assembled; 
and, although he had foreseen it all, such 
base conduct could not fail to drive a dagger 
to his suflering soul now so keenly sensitive. 
Meanwhile the members of the Sanhe- 
drim drop in one by one, until a sufficient 
number having arrived they begin the sham 
trial; and well aware that they can find no 
true witness against the prisoner, "they 
sought false witness against Jesus to put 
him to death," which they had already de- 
termined to do by prejudging the case; and 
so their pretentious trial was a mere farcCy 
and the execution of their sentence a foul 
murder! It was the duty of this court to 
punish false witnesses, and yet here we find 
it inviting and encouraging perjury in order 
to gratify an insatiate prejudice. But while 
"many bare false witness against him," the 
difficulty was in securing consistent testi- 
mony, for "their witness agreed not togeth- 
er; *' and so they could not find even a false 






OUR lord's last labors. 143 

charge upon which they could bring him be- 
fore Pilate with any hope of success in their 
murderous effort, for their own law required 
for conviction the concurrent testimony of 
two witnesses (Num. xxxv. 30; Deut. xvii. 
6). For three long years these Jewish rulers 
had diligently and anxiously sought for a 
charge upon which our Lord might be ar- 
raigned, and yet, after having arrested him 
without an indictment^ they cannot secure even 
consistent false witness against him! After re- 
peated efforts, "at the last came two, and 
said. This fellow said, I am able to destroy 
the temple of God, and to build it in three 
days." He had not said that he would de- 
stroy the temple, but that if they destroyed 
it he could rebuild it (John ii. 19-22) ; and 
his reference was not to the material teftiple 
at all, but to his own death and resurrection, 
which they very well kuew, as proved by 
their appeal to Pilate : " Sir, we reipember 
that that deceiver said, while he was yet 
alive. After three days I will rise again" 
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(Matt, xxvii. 68), a declaration which can no- 
where be found among Christ's public teach- 
ings except upon the occasion referred to^ 
and that occasion was away back at the very 
beginning of his ministry, while the accusa- 
tion itself was based upon one solitary speech 
of only a few words. Although his public 
ministry extended over a period of three 
years, and was j&lled with utterances much 
bolder and more extended, yet this was the 
only pretext for an accusation they could 
find, and even in reference to it the two could 
not agree. But even if their testimony had 
been true, their view of Christ ought to have 
excluded it from the serious consideration 
of a court of justice, for then it would have 
been, after all, but the empty words of a 
boastful impostor. 

Exasperated to the last degree by these 
repeated failures to convict the prisoner un- 
der the guise of law, Caiaphas, with mani- 
fest anger and shame, forgetting the dignity 
of his official position, left his presidential 
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chair, and "stood up in the midst" of the 
court, and "asked Jesus, saying, Answerest 
thou nothing? what is it which these wit- 
ness against thee?" There had been no oc- 
casion to answer testimony so evidently self- 
contradictory ; and if there had been, he well 
knew that it was useless to do so (Luke xxii. 
67, 68). 

Caiaphas, well aware that the court had 
failed to find an indictment, seeks to draw 
from his prisoner some remark upon which 

• 

he may base an accusation ; but in this he 
also failed, for "Jesus held his peace, and an- 
swered nothing." Greatly irritated by this 
persistent silence, as well as by his own re- 
peated failures, and determined upon his 
death, either by fair means or foul, he next 
attempts to force the prisoner to convict 
himself, and for this purpose he puts him on 
oath — " I adjure thee, by the living God, that 
thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the 
Son of God." If he answers in the affirma- 
tive, they will accuse him of blasphemy; if in 
10 
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the negative, of imposition. Under such cir- 
cumstances, and in obedience to the law 
(Lev. V. 1), our Lord unhesitatingly answers, 
not only asserting his MjBssiahship in the 
presence of the highest council of his own 
nation, but giving them a graphic picture 
of another judgment scene, in which the pres- 
ent parties will be transposed, thus claiming 
to be not only their long-promised Messiah, 
but also their future and final Judge. He 
stands before them apparently a helpless 
prisoner. "Nevertheless," he says, a time is 
coming when "ye shall see the Son of man H 

sitting on the right-hand of power, and com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven," in vivid and 
striking contrast to his present humble and 
seemingly helpless condition. This declara- 
tion was even more favorable for the execu- 
tion of his purpose than the crafty Caiaphas 
nad dared to hope ; and so, although really 
rejoiced, he affects great surprise and indig- 
nation, as an evidence of which he "rent his 
clothes," although the law forbade him to do 
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it (Lev. xxi. 10), and turning to the court, he 
" saith, What need we any further witnesses? 
Ye have heard the blasphemy." Christ's 
words were blasphemy unless he were in- 
deed the Messiah, and that he was not (?) 
the court had already predetermined — in fact, 
Caiaphas long before this had counseled both 
Sadducees and Pharisees to lay aside their 
rivalry and unite against Jesus, and had gone 
so far as to assure them that, it being for the 
public good, it was no harm to destroy him, 
even if he were innocent (John xi. 47-53). 

The conviction of the prisoner was thus a 
foregone conclusion, and so the whole trial 
was an outrageous farce; for even the tribu- 
nal that condemned him was not a legal 
court, but simply a self-constituted '^ commit- 
tee of public safety," as Geikie suggests — 
something similar to the « vigilance commit- 
tees " of our own day, and their proceedings 
from beginning to end were irregular and il- 
legal. Every possible opportunity was given 
by the law to establish the innocence of the 
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accused; and, in fact, the axiom upon which 
the court was based was that "the Sanhe- 
drim was to save, not to destroy, life;" but 
in the sham trial of Jesus all these merciful 
provisions were wholly disregarded, or rather 
were absolutely reversed, the manifest pur- 
pose of the tribunal being to establish a ver- 
dict upon which they had already agreed. 
And so, when the cunning high-priest, quiv^ 
ering with affected rage, but real joy, eagerly 
asks the opinion of his colleagues, " they all 
condemned him to be guilty of death," and 
thus the verdict is apparently unanimous; 
but as we learn from Luke (xxiii. 50, 51) and 
John (xix. 89), there was at least one, and 
perhaps two, dissenting hearts in the Sanhe- 
drim, but it is probable that neither Joseph 
nor Nicodemus was present upon this occa- 
sion. 

The result was most satisfactory to the en^ 
emies of our Lord, for they could now accuse 
him before Pilate as a State criminal, guilty 
of .making claims hostile to the imperial 
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rights of Csesar. But the verdict just ren- 
dered needs the confirmation of a fuller 
meeting of the Sanhedrim; and so, placing 
the prisoner in custody of the rough temple 
police, the jubilant judges retire to congrat- 
ulate each other upon their success, or to 
snatch an hour or two of sleep before the re- 
assembling'of the court in the early morning. 

Peter, having in the meantime somewhat 
recovered from his momentary alarm, and 
driven in by the chilly night air, returns to 
the fire, and true to his impulsive nature so 
far forgets himself as to engage in conversa- 
tion with the servants in regard to the fate 
of the prisoner, and by so doing confirms 
them in their belief that he is indeed one of 
the disciples; for " about the space of one 
hour after'' his second denial, "they that 
stood by said again to Peter, Surely thou art 
one of them, for thou art a Galilean." Thus 
every thing tended to identify him as a dis- 
ciple of the prisoner. He was recognized 
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by the portress as the friend of John, who 
was known to be a disciple, and also by a 
kinsman of th« wounded Malohus, who saw 
him in Qethsemane when he raised his sword 
in defense of the prisoner; and now he was 
readily detected as a Galilean by the pecul- 
iarities of his speech, which was consid- 
ered very barbarous and corrupt by the peo- 
ple of Judea; and so, thus hopelessly en- 
tangled, he becomes more alarmed than ever 
lest he should be condemned along with Jiis^ 
Master, and losing all self-control, " he began 
to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 
this man of whom ye speak." And ere the 
echo of the fearful imprecations dies away, 
the shrill, clear note of a crowing cock rings 
out in the stillness of the night, reminding 
the sinning disciple of his arrogant claims 
of changeless fidelity, and of his Master's 
words of warning; and so, instinctively 
glancing toward him as he stands surrounded 
by his brutal guards, he meets the gaze of 
those familiar eyes turned upon him, full of 
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wounded love and severe approach. That 
look went like a dagger to his soul, over- 
whelming him with shame and sorrow; and 
so, to conceal his overpowering emotions, 
" he went out and wept bitterly,'' proving the 
sincerity of his repentance by withdrawing 
from the scene of temptation. 

But the agony of Peter on account of his 
base conduct was scarcely greater than that 
of his Master, to whose suffering soul it 
brought greater grief perhaps than all the 
indignities and insults that had been inflicted ' 
upon him by his brutal custodians; for, act- 
uated by personal dislike, and encouraged 
by the example of their " rulers," they had 
vie4, with each other in devising plans of 
cruelty and insult. Having "blindfolded" 
him, some "struck him with the palm of 
their hands," while others "spit in his face,'* 
and all "mocked him,'' sneeringly saying, 
"Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, who is it 
that smote thee?'' and "many other things 
blasphemously spake they against him," the 
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above being but a small specimen of their 
barbarous cruelty. Their object was to rid- 
icule his Messianic claims, and to heap upon 
him every imaginable indignity and insult; 
and so this brutal treatment was kept up for 
several long, weary hours, until his sensitive 
soul had grown sick under their coarse jests 
and rude sarcasm ; and these cruelties were 
perpetrated at least by the permission, and 
perhaps with the sanction and encourage- 
ment, of the very court whose duty it was to 

protect him. 

* 

Anxious to get their prisoner into the 
hands of the Romans before daylight set the 
city astir with its mighty multitudes, lest an 
attempt might be made to release him by his 
friends from Galilee and elsewhere, the San- 
hedrim reassembles at the earliest practicable 
moment for the purpose of ratifying in reg- 
ular, formal session the verdict already ren- 
dered. Hurriedly arrangingthe necessary pre- 
liminaries, they perform another act of unwar- 
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ranted cruelty by ag^in binding Jesus; and 
thus bound they "carried him away, and de- 
livered him to Pilate/' who was at that time 
the Koman governor of Judea, and whose very 
name has been handed down the centuries as 
the synonym of cruelty and injustice. 

The palace of the governor is soon reached, 
and for the first time Jesus stands amid such 
gorgeous surroundings a prisoner. True to 
their hypocritical character, for fear of cere- 
monial defilement, which would disqualify 
them for eating the feast to be celebrated 
that evening, the accusers of the prisoner 
refuse to enter the palace; and so Pilate, 
well knowing that it was useless to attempt 
to overcome their scruples, yields to their 
wishes and has his chair of state moved out 
into the open air to a place known as " Gab- 
batha,''or "the pavement,'* so called because 
it was elevated and laid with a mosaic of 
colored stones. Up the steps to this tribu- 
nal the rulers now lead their prisoner into 
the presence of the governor, who immedi- 
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ately asks of what crime he has been guilty; 
and, fully conscious that they have no ade- 
quate charge, they reply by a base insinua- 
tion to the effect that if they had not sup- 
posed him to be worthy of death they would 
not have come before him. 

The prisoner was perhaps not entirely un- 
known to Pilate, who had doubtless heard 
of his miracles and his teachings; but from 
investigations he had already made he felt 
assured that there was nothing of a political 
character in his teachings and nothing of 
enmity against the government, and so noth- 
ing to be feared from the inoffensive teacher. 
He knew also that his teachings were direct- 
ed against the corruptions of the Jewish na- 
tion, and so he rightly judged that envy and 
malice prompted their present proceedings. 
He determines, therefore, to have nothing to 
do in the matter, and attempts to send them 
away by directing them to go and try the 
prisoner according to their own law. But 
the determined Jews were not so easily dis- 
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missed, for they at once reply that they have 
already tried him by their law and by that 
law he ought to die, but as it was not law- 
ful for them to put him to death (John xviii. 
31) they come to him to get the sanction of 
Eoman authority. Seeing the governor hes- 
itate, and fearing that their victim will be set 
at liberty, they begin to accuse him of "per- 
verting the nation/' " forbidding to give 
tribute to Csesar,'* and " claiming to be him- 
self Christ, a king/' 

Failing to find out any thing satisftictory 
from the clamorous crowd, Pilate takes the 
prisoner aside "into the judgment-hall'' and 
seeks to find out from him the nature of his 
claims as King of the Jews; for he felt that 
there might be something worthy of atten- 
tion in this charge, and as a loyal subject of 
Csesar he is jealous of even a possible rival. 
Alone with Pilate, our Lord unhesitatingly 
explains the true nature of his kingdom as 
spiritual rather than temporal; and therefore 
in no way were Csesar's rights endangered. 
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Of this claim to kingship, to which Paul re- 
fers in 1 Tim. vi. 13, Olshauseu beautifully 
remarks that ^^as the Lord owned himself 
the Son of God before the most exalted the- 
ocratic council, so he confessed his regal dig- 
, nity in the presence of the representative of 
the highest political authority upon earth." 
Convinced of the prisoner's innocence, Pilate 
returns with him to his accusers, and de- 
clares that he "finds in him no fault at all." 
At this declaration they become so alarmed 
and eilraged that "the chief priests accused 
him of many things," or, as the Greek im- 
plies, they accused him rmich or vehemently. 
Their anger and excitement knew no bounds, 
and so, instead of allowing Caiaphas to speak 
for them, as at first, they all began with 
united voice to condemn the prisoner, who 
in the midst of the tumult remained calm 
and self-possessed, and "answered nothing." 
He had already answered both them and the 
governor, and he well knew that repetition 
would effect nothing. Pilate had been ac- 
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customed to see persons accused of even 
small ollenses endeavor to exculpate them- 
selves, but here was a prisoner on trial for 
his life making no effort to escape, although 
he had privately given evidence that he 
could easily establish his innocence; and so 
he "asked him again, saying, Answerest 
thou nothing? Behold how many things 
they witness against thee. But Jesus yet 
answered nothing, so that Pilate marveled." 
Luke (xxiii. 5) gives, sedition as one of the 
many charges brought against the prisoner 
by the Jews, who well knew that it was the 
most formidable they could bring; and to give 
color to the accusation, they place the scene of 
the insurrection in the remote and turbulent 
region of Galilee (Luke xiii. 1; Acts v. 37). 

For some reason Pilate was anxious to get 
rid of the responsibility of trying the pris- 
oner; and so, no sooner does he hear that he 
is from Galilee than he sends him to Herod, 
to whose jurisdiction he naturally belonged, 
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and who was at that time present in Jerusa- 
lem that as a loyal Jew he might observe 
the Passover. Under the protection of a 
Roman guard, the prisoner is again marched 
through the ever-increasing crowd to the 
palace of Herod, who was glad of the oppor- 
tunity of seeing a man concerning whom he 
had heard so much; but, disappointed that 
he did not favor him with an exhibition of 
his miraculous power, he treats him with 
the utmost indignity and sends him again 
to Pilate, who *'when he had called together 
the chief priests and the rulers and the peo- 
ple, said unto them. Ye have brought this 
man unto me, as one that perverteth the 
people; and, behold, I, having examined 
him before you, have found no fault in this 
man touching those things whereof ye accuse 
him; no, nor yet Herod; for I sent you to 
him; and, lo, nothing worthy of death is 
done unto him " (Luke xxiii. 13-15). 

Convinced of the prisoner's innocence, Pi- 
late was anxious to release him, but hesitated 
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to do 80 for fear of offending the Jews; and 
80 he vainly attempts to gain their consent 
to his release in accordance with a custom 
then prevalent, for "at that feast he released 
unto them one prisoner, whomsoever they 
desired." The origin of this custom is un- 
known, but it was probably established by 
the Romans for the purpose of conciliating 
their Jewish subjects. The suggestion that 
he should observe this custom on the present 
occasion was probably made by Pilate in the 
hope of thus setting the prisoner at liberty 
by the consent and at the request of the 
Jews themselves; and so no sooner is the 
suggestion made than it is heartily seconded 
by the excited mob, for "the multitude cry- 
ing aloud began to desire him to do as he 
had ever done unto them," and he, pleased 
at this happy solution of his difficulty, "an- 
swers them, saying, Will ye that I release 
unto you the King of the Jews?" This was 
what he desired to do, but it was the very 
last thing that they desired he should do. 
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His question was one of biting, bitter sar- 
casm, although perhaps not so intended, for 
" it assumed that the hated Roman power 
could do the Jews no higher favor than to 
release to them their king!" His question, 
therefore, instead of conciliating the Jews, 
had the very opposite effect; but Pilate was 
shrewd enough to understand their motives 
in apprehending Jesus, "for he knew that 
the chief priests tad delivered him for envy/' 
He knew enough of the controversy between 
the prisoner and the Jewish rulers to under- 
stand that their hatred of him was not 
prompted by love of the Roman govern- 
ment, but by jealousy aroused by the ever- 
increasing popularity of the Nazarene; and 
so his object in asking such a question was 
perhaps twofold — to taunt and humiliate the 
rulers and at the same time secure the release 
of the prisoner through his popularity, be- 
lieving that the multitude did not share tlie 
feelings of the rulers; and he would prob- 
ably have realized his desire had not the 
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chief priests, in their turn detecting his mo- 
tive, *' moved the people that he should 
rather release Barabbas unto them/* The 
portrait of this man, as sketched by the in- 
spired penman, is by no means compliment- 
ary to the taste of the Jews in making such 
a choice, for he is described as one " who 
had made insurrection, and who had com- 
mitted murder in the insurrection/* He 
was a leader in some well-known riot whose 
hands were stained with crimes of the deep- 
est dye; but nothing is known of him except 
what is recorded in the four Gospels. His 
name in the Hebrew means "father's son," 
and so suggests the idea that he was an idol- 
ized son, ruined, like so many others, by the 
over-indulgence of a fond father. 

A singularly interesting coincidence in the 
names of the two prisoners is noted in some 
of the ancient manuscripts and translations. 
Both prisoners were Jesus Barabbas — " son 
of the father ; *' each the idolized object of 

parental affection. The name was assumed 
11 
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by one who was a base pretender to Messi- 
anic dignity, and who sought to realize the 
Jewish ideal by an armed rising against the 
Roman power. The name justly belonged 
to the other as the true " Barabbas," who 
sought to accomplish the will of the Father 
through the channel of humiliation and suf- 
fering divinely ordained. And so the two 
prisoners stood before the same judge charged 
with the same crime, bearing the same name, 
and making the same claim to the Messiah- 
ship, though attempting to assert that claim 
in a different manner. Of the guilt of one 
of the prisoners Pilate was no doubt con- 
vinced, while of the innocence of the other 
he was equally well assured ; and so, caring 
nothing about their Messianic claims except 
as they led to conspiracy against the Roman 
government, he sought to release the inno- 
cent man, but to his surprise and disappoint- 
ment his proposal was met by a wild clamor 
for his blood, and drowned in the excited 
cry, **Not this man, but Barabbas!" -As 
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the governor hesitates in his surprise and 
disappointment, his perplexity and anxiety 
are still further increased by a message from 
his wife warning him against condemning 
the prisoner, of whose innocence she had 
been supernaturally apprised. At length, 
recovering from his disappointment, " Pilate 
answered and said again unto them, What 
will ye then that I shall do unto him whom 
ye call the King of the Jews ? " or, as stated 
by Matthew, "What, then, shall I do with 
Jesus which is called Christ? " To this ques- 
tion they reply with wild excitement, " Cru- 
cifj^ him, crucify him ! " Then Pilate for the 
third time asks, "What evil hath he done?" 
(Luke xxiii. 22). He had failed to find evi- 
dence to establish the charge of sedition, and 
yet it was necessary to enter the evidence 
with the charge, as well as the sentence, 
upon his record. 

Again declaring the prisoner innocent, he 
proposes to let him go, but his adversaries 
"cried out the more exceedingly, Crucify 
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him!" This was the only evidence they 
could adduce of his guilt, and on that evidence 
he was condemned and executed. Luke tells 
us that the mob "were instant with loud 
voices ; . . - and the voices of them and of 
the chief priests prevailed," because, as we 
learn from John xix. 12, they said: *' If thou 
let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend; 
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh 
against Csesar/' These wily Jews knew fall 
well the weak spot in the governor's charac- 
ter, and so with consummate skill they force 
him into compliance with their wishes, for 
*' Pilate, willing to content the people, re- 
leased Barabbas unto them, and delivered 
Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be cru- 
cified;" but before doing so, as we learn 
from Matthew xxvii. 24, " he took water and 
washed his hands " for the purpose of indi- 
cating his innocence of a crime which they 
voluntarily assumed, and the terrible conse- 
quences of which have been visited upon the 
race from generation to generation in fulfill- 
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ment of their awful imprecation : " His blood 
be upon us and our children ! '' But although 
vengeance has thus been visited upon the 
Jews — and justly, because they were guilty 
of murder — ^yet the world to-day holds Pilate 
responsible for the death of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, and his infamous conduct can in nowise 
be palliated or excused. He no doubt real- 
ized that he was in a dilemma; for if he con- 
demned the prisoner to gratify the multitude, 
he must do so in opposition to his convic- 
tions and the dictates of his conscience ; but, 
on the other hand, if he released him, in ac- 
cordance with his convictions of right, he 
would offend the people, and they would re- 
port him to Ceesar and have him removed 
from office, or perhaps put to death. In his 
perplexity, he appeals to the accusers to pass 
sentence upon the accused! and under that sen- 
tence, passed by the malicious mobj our Lord was 
put to death! To retain position and power, 
he is willing to sacrifice principle. He feared 
Csesar and the Jews more than he feared 
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God and conscience, and he loved wealth and 
ease more than he loved integrity and honor. 

The world never knew such a trial as that 
accorded to our Lord. At first he was ac- 
cused of no crime whatever, and when at 
last accused the charge was thoroughly in- 
vestigated at two separate and distinct tri- 
bunals, by both of which he was pronounced 
innocenty and by one of the judges repeatedly 
so; yet, in the face of it all, he was condemned to 
the most cruel and ignominious death it was in 
the power of man to inflict At best it was a 
solemn farce, and his death a foul, premeditated 
murder, without one palliating circumstance 
to mitigate or excuse the fiendish villainy of 
his persecutors. In order to quell the clam- 
ors of the crowd, Pilate outrages right and 
justice, sacrifices principle and honor, and, 
after performing another act of unwarranted 
cruelty, turns the prisoner over into the 
hands of the brutish multitude. Decency at 
least would have suggested the propriety of 
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shielding the innocent victim until the hour 
of execution; but there was neither decency 
nor honor connected with any part of the 
proceedings, which were in the highest sense 
shameful from beginning to end, and have 
left a foul, ineffaceable stigma upon the rec- 
ords of the past. 

Punishment by scourging was exceedingly 
severe. The' scourge itself was a whip with 
several thongs, made rough with bits of iron 
or bone for tearing the flesh. With this the 
victim was beaten oa the bare back while he 
was firmly tied to a column or frame. Even 
this act of cruelty was not omitted, for at 
the command of Pilate Jesus was seized, and 
bound in a stooping posture, his hands be- 
hind his back, to a post or low pillar near 
the tribunal. He was then beaten with the 
terrible scourge, or Roman "scorpion," until 
the soldiers chose to stop. In many cases 
not only was the back of the person scourged, 
cut open in all directions, but evefi the eyes, 
the face, and the breast were torn and cut, 
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and the teeth often knocked out. Under 
the fury of the countless stripes the victims 
sometimes sunk, amid screams, convulsive 
leaps, and distortions, into a senseless heap; 
sometimes died on the spot; sometimes were 
taken away an unrecognizable mass of bleed- 
ing flesh, to find deliverance in death from the 
inflammation and fever, sickness and shame. 
The scourging of Jesus was of the severest 
kind, because as a hated Jew the soldiers de- 
lighted to see him sufl:er; and so, after he was 
thus cruellj'' scourged, Pilate, wearied with 
his fruitless efl:brt8 to release the prisoner, 
"delivered him to the will'^ of his enemies, 
who, eager to make sport of their helpless 
victim, "led him away into the hall called 
pretorium," because it was the residence of 
the pretor, or governor. Here Jews and 
Gentiles vie with each other in heaping upon 
him indignity and insults. " The soldiers," 
who acted as Pilate's body-guard, perhaps 
join with the*' rulers" and the mob in mak- 
ing sport of the prisoner. For the purpose 
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of deriding his regal claims "they clothed 
him in purple,*' in mockery of the imperial 
purpky or robe of royalty, "and platted a 
crown of thorns, and put it on his head," in 
mockery of a regal crown, or of a victor's 
wreath. Their object was to ridicule his 
kingly claims, regardless of the suiFering 
they might occasion; and so, to make the 
burlesque complete, "they put a reed in his 
right-hand," in mockery of the regal scepter, 
"and began to salute him, Hail, King of the 
Jews!" thus offering in derision the homage 
customarily rendered to princes. Their ob- 
ject was to caricature the prisoner as a king, 
but with their eftbrts at rude burlesque they 
mingled acts of savage cruelty, for "they 
smote him on the head with the reed," and 
with every stroke the thorns were driven 
down into the quivering flesh ; but regardless 
of this suffering they "added insult to inju- 
ry ,'' for "they did spit upon him, and bow- 
ing their knees worshiped him," rendering 
mock homage. 
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Here John (xix. 4-6) records another effort 
on the part of Pilate to secure the prisoner's 
release. Thus caricatured, he brings him 
forth to the people, vainly hoping that his 
suffering and humiliation would awaken 
their pity, but instead it only inflamed their 
hatred, and excited again the cruel crj'' for 
his crucifixion. 

Finding that they cannot secure the pris- 
oner's conviction under the Eoman law, the 
"rulers," in their fiendish determination to 
put him to death, fall back upon the old 
Jewish law, and, declaring that it is Pilate's 
duty to uphold it, they, renew against the 
prisoner the charge of blasphemy, which, ac- 
cording to Jewish law, was punishable with 
death. The governor no sooner hears of 
the prisoner's claim to divinity than he is 
tilled with a strange fear, and again taking 
him aside, interrogates him as to his origin, 
but receives no reply. Astonished at this si- 
lence, he refers to his power as judge either 
to acquit or convict, and receives the answer 
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that he has no power, except such as is giveu 
him. Aided by this mysterious answer, 
"Pilate thenceforth sought to release him," 
but the Jews, well knowing his vacillating 
character, threaten liini with impeachment^ 
and so secure the prisoner's condemnation. 

. In the year 1280, in the city of Aquilla, in 
the kingdom of Naples, a brass plate was 
discovered, upon which was engraved in the 
Hebrew language the sentence thus passed 
upon our Saviour, and is as follows: 
"Sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilate, 
Intendant of the Lower Province of Gal- 
ilee, that Jesus of Nazareth shall sufler 
death by the cross. 
"In the seventeenth year of the reign of 
the Emperor Tiberius, and on the twenty- 
fourth day of the month of March, in the 
most holy city of Jerusalem, during the pon- 
tificate of Annas and Caiaphas, Pontius Pi- 
late, Intendant of the Lower Province of 
Galilee, sitting to judgment in the presiden- 
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tial seat of the Pretor, sentences Jesus of 
Nazareth to death on a cross between rob- 
bers, as the numerous and notorious testimo- 
nies of the people prove: (1) Jesus is a rais- 
leader; (2) he has excited the people to sedi- 
tion; (3) he is an enemy to the laws; (4) fte 
cftlls himself the Son of God; (5) he calls 
himself falsely the King of Israel; (6) he 
went into the temple, followed by a multi- 
tude carrying palms in their hands. Orders 
the first centurion, Quirrillis Cornelius, to 
bring him to the place of execution. For- 
bids all persons, rich or poor, to prevent the 
execution of Jesus. The witnesses who have 
signed the execution of Jesus are: (1) Dan- 
iel Robani, Pharisee; (2) John Zorababel; 
(3) Raphael Robani; (4) Capet." 

The reasons here assigned for his death 
correspond with those given in the inspired 
narrative, and so the record is interesting, 
whether genuine or not. 

Among the spectators of the trial and its 
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scenes of cruelty there was at least one who 
was far from desiring the verdict of con- 
demnation, and that one was Judas Iscar- 
iot. 

Having secured their victim, the mob move 
oft" and leave the treacherous disciple alone 
with his conscience in the deep stillniess of 
the night. Thus removed from the busy, 
bustling crowd, memory becomes active, and 
wanders back over the pleasant associations 
of the past three years, when suddenly a 
realization of the future bursts upon him. 
Pale with fear and overwhelmed with re- 
morse, he follows the crowd to the palace of 
the high-priest, and stands through the long 
hours of the night an interested witness of 
all that occurs. At the earliest possible mo- 
ment he hurries to the temple, and seeks an 
interview with the priests to undo, if possi- 
ble, the evil he had done. He asserts the 
prisoner's innocence, and implores his re- 
lease, and the better to secure it he offers to 
give back the paltry price he had received 
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for his treachery. But those to whom he 
spoke were as immovable as the stones of the 
pavement upon which they sat. At last, in 
desperation he casts down the money that 
had been the ruin of his soul, aud hurries 
off' to the judgment-hall of the governor. 
Here he remains, with his eyes riveted upon 
the prisoner, in the vain hope that he will 
yet call into exercise his miraculous power, 
and set himself at liberty; but he is again 
disappointed. Aud so, when at last he hears 
tlie terrible sentence of condemnation from 
the lips of the governor, he can endure his 
agony no longer, but, hurrying away to a se- 
cluded spot, seeks to put an end to his misery 
by committing suicide; and there he is sub- 
sequently found, a most revolting spectacle 
(Acts i. 18, 19). The hypocritical priests 
were quite willing to make use of the money 
which had accomplished their fiendish pur- 
poses, and so use it to buy the field in which 
Judas had "hanged himself" as a burying- 
place for strangers, thus unwittingly fulfill- 
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ing the prophecy uttered long years before 
(Zech. xi. 12, 13). - 

The soldiers, having satisfied themselves 
with their cruel sport in ridiculing and in- 
sulting the prisoner, proceed to obey the 
governor's orders; for "when they had 
mocked him, they took off the purple robe 
from him, and led him out to crucify him." 
No executions were allowed within the city 
limits, and so they led him out of the city, 
thus unintentionally fulfilling the prophecies 
embodied in the typical ordinances. The pro- 
cession advanced, no doubt, in the usual for- 
mal manner: "First, the mounted centurion, 
who had charge of the execution ; next, the 
soldiers who were to maintain order; then 
the prisoners, each bearing his own cross, 
and guarded by four soldiers chosen to inflict 
the death-penalty, two on each side. In 
front of each convict marched an inferior 
officer, carrying before him the board on 
which the sentence of condemnation was 
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written in large letters." According to this 
custom, as we learn from John (xix. 17), our 
Lord went forth hearing his own cross; but 
so exhausted was he, bv the nervous excite- 
ment occasioned by the scenes and suffering 
through which he had passed on that event- 
ful night, that he. could not sustain its 
weight, and so "they compel one Simon, a 
Cyreniau, who passed by coming out of the 
country, to bear his cross." From Luke 
(xxiii. 26) it would appear that the after part 
of the cross alone, which usually dragged 
upon the ground, was put upon Simon; 
but, whatever the method adopted, it was 
necessary to relieve the fainting prisoner of 
his terrible load. 

Simon no doubt undertook the unpleasant 
service unwillingly, but the scene he was 
compelled to witness was blessed to \\\^ con- 
version, perhaps, and that of his family, for 
it is easy to believe the tradition that 
the ''Rufus and his mother** (Rom. xvi. 
13), to whom Paul refers, were his wife 
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and one of the sons mentioned by Mark 
(XV. 21). 

As the vast company advances, the road 
is lined on either side by spectators, drawn 
together by curiosity to catch even a glimpse 
^ of the famous prisoner. Among others were 
many of the noble women of Jerusalem, who 
did not hesitate to express their sympathy 
for the uncomplaining sufterer. Their words 
fell like balm upon his suffering soul, and 
instantly his lips, that hud been sealed so 
long, were opened, and he gives utterance to 
wbrds of pity and tender interest, strangely 
intermingled with prophecies of fearful im- 
port (Luke xxiii. 27-31). To make his ig- 
nominy complete, '* there were also two oth- 
ers, malefactors, led with him to be put to 
death,'' probably companions of Barabbas. 
How far the place of execution was from 
Jerusalem we do not know, but after what 
must have been a wearisome journey, how- 
ever short the distance, 'Hhey bring him un- 
to the place Golgotha, which is. being inter- 
12 
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preted, The place of a skull/^ so called either 
because it was the place of execution or be- 
cause of its resemblance to a *' skull/' The 
Latin word answering to the Hebrew word 
Golgotha is "Galvaria," from which is de- 
rived the English w^ord "Calvary." The lo- 
cation of this memorable spot, of such un- 
speakable interest to the human race, is un- 
known. 

"Arrived at the place of execution, the 
condemned were stripped and fastened to the 
cross, which was usually of the form famil- 
iar to us, but not nearly so high as is com- 
monly represented. The feet of the suiFerer 
were only a foot or two above the ground — 
a fact of some weight, as showing that Jesus 
suffered in the midst of his persecutors, and 
not looking down from above their heads. 
When the cross was already standing, the 
sufferer was raised up and affixed to it, but 
otherwise, as in our Saviour's case, he was 
fastened to it as it lay upon the ground, and 
the shock when it was dropped into the hole 
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or socket must have been terrible.** It was 
probably during the painful process of nail- 
ing his hands and feet to the cross that .our 
Lord uttered his first exclamation: "Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they 
do!^' 

Crucifixion was regarded as so infamous 
and cruel that it was not allowed to be in- 
flicted upon a Roman citizen, but was re- 
served for slaves and rebels; and in the lan- 
guage of another: "Of all the devices of 
' cruel imaginations, crucifixion is the master- 
piece. Other pains may be sharper for a 
time, but none are at once so agonizing and 
so long. The process of nailing was ex- 
quisite torment, worse in what ensued than 
in the actual infliction. The spikes rankled, 
the wounds inflamed, the local injury pro- 
duced a general fever, the fever a most intol- 
erable thirst; but the misery of miseries to 
the suflferer was, while racked with agony, 
to be fastened in a position which did not 
permit him even to writhe. Every attempt 
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to relieve the muscles, every instiDctive 
movement of anguish, only served to drag 
the lacerated flesh and wake up new and 
acuter pangs ; and this torture, which must 
have been continually aggravated until ad- ' 
vancing death began to lay it asleep, lasted, 
on an average, two or three days/' Or, as 
described by Geikie: "The suffering in cru- 
cifixion, from which death at last resulted, 
rose partly from the constrained and fixed 
position of the body, and of the outstretched 
arms, which caused intense pain from every 
twitch or motion of the back, lacerated by 
the scourge, and of the handstand feet pierced 
by the nails. These latter were, moreover, 
driven through parts where many sensitive 
nerves and sinews come together, and some 
of these were mutilated, others violently 
crushed down. Inflammation of the wounds 
speedily set in. Intolerable thirst and ever- 
increasing pain resulted. The blood, which 
could no longer reach the extremities, rose 
to the head, swelled the veins and arteries in 
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it unnaturally, and caused the most agoniz- 
ing tortures in the brain. The heart grew 
more and more oppressed, and all the veins 
were distended. Had the wounds bled freely, 
it would have been a great relief; but there 
was very little blood lost. The weight of 
the body itself, resting on the wooden pin of 
the upright beam, the burning heat of a Syr- 
ian sun scorching the veins, and the hot 
wind, which dried up the moisture of the 
body, made each moment more terrible than 
that before. The numbness and stiffness of 
the more distant muscles brought on painful 
convulsions ; and this numbness, slowly ex- 
tending, sometimes through two or three 
days, at last reached the vital parts, and re- 
leased the sufferer by death." 

About nine o'clock, perhaps, the procession 
reached the place of execution, and as a prep- 
aration for the fearful ordeal through which 
he must pass, "they gave him to drink wine 
mingled with myrrh," a rude opiate given to 



182 A WEEK WITH JESUS. 



"^ 



convicts to stupefy them, and bo diminish the 
agonies of death. " But when he had tasted 
thereof, he would not drink." Suffering as 
the sinner's substitute, he will endure the 
full measure of his punishment. When he 
has been firmly raised to the cross, they 
" set up over his head his accusation written, 
This is JesuSy the King of the Jews,** and ac- 
cording to custom it was probably engraved 
on a metal plate, with black characters on a 
white ground. As we learn from John (xix. 
20), it was *' written in Hebrew, and Latin, 
and Greek'* — the vernacular, the official, 
and the literary language of the country — 
so that all classes could read it. Stung by 
the biting sarcasm of such an inscription, 
the Jews sought to have it changed, but in 
vain ; for although other charges had been | 

preferred against the prisoner, Pilate passes . 

them by, and fixes upon this for the purpose 
of thus publicly proclaiming his friendship 
for Csesar, and at the same time, perhaps, for 
the purpose of humiliating those who, by 
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threats of impeachment, had caused him to 
act contrary to his convictions of right and 
justice. The Jews had accused him of not 
being Csesar's friend, and so in this way he 
publicly refutes the accusation to the mani- 
fest mortification and dismay of those who 
had brought it ; and in so doing, as Browu 
suggests, he performed an act which, "amidst 
the conflicting passions of men, proclaimed 
in the chief tongues of mankind, from the 
cross itself, and in circumstances which threw 
upon it a lurid yet grand light, the truth 
which drew the magi to the manger, and 
will yet be owned by all the world.*' 

In compliance with the clamorous cry of 
the multitude, Pilate had substituted Jesus 
for the notorious Barabbas, and so in his ex- 
ecution he is made to occupy the position of 
eminence as the chief criminal ; for " with him 
they crucify two thieves, the one on his right- 
hand, and the other on his left.'' But although 
the purpose of this arrangement was to humil- 
iate Jesus, yet in it the overruling hand of 
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God is visible; for thus "the scripture was 
fulfilled which saith, And be was numbered 
with the transgressors" (Isaiah liii. 12). 
"While he is thus enduring disgrace and ag- 
ony, his sensitive soul is still further tortured 
by rude sarcasm and cruel jest. These mock- 
eries emanated from four different sources: 
First, from ike people. "They that passed 
by" — along the highway near which the 
crucifixion took place, but more especially, 
perhaps, the immense crowd that had gath- 
ered to witness the execution — "railed on 
him, wagging their heads," both with signif- 
icant gestures and derisive words thus mock- 
ing his pretentions to divinity; for they said, 
** Thou that dest'royest the temple, and build- 
est it in three days, save thyself, and come 
down from the cross." The accusation made 
before the Sanhedrim by the false witnesses 
w^as now echoed by the cruel crowd as proof 
of the futility of all his claims; but although 
perverted by them, in its real import the 
prophecy was at that moment being actually 
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fulfilled; and although he could easily have 
corae down from the cross, yet if he had 
done so he could not have performed the 
greater miracle of coming up from the grave 
in fulfillment of the prophecy which they 
had so willfully misinterpreted. To these 
were added a second class of mockers; for 
"likewise also the chief priests mocking, 
said among themselves with the scribes and 
elders, He saved others; himself he cannot 
save." These highest oflScials of the Jewish 
nation thus disregard the dignity of their 
position, and, losing sight of all decency, 
join with the rabble crowd in their rude 
jests, and call out to each other in hearing 
of their suffering victim a fact so well known 
that they were compelled to admit, but which 
thev construe into a taunt in the hour of his 
extremity. ^\xt their words had a deeper 
meaning than they ever dreamed of, for al- 
though he could have saved himself, it would 
have been at the expense of man's salvation. 
Both himself and others he could not save! 
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To this they sneeringly add another taunt, 
based upon his claim to be the King of the 
Jews. They had earnestly attempted to get 
the superscription changed so that it would 
merely set forth an empty claim to regal 
rights, but here we find them gladly making 
use of it to fling a cruel challenge into the 
teeth of their victim; for they said, "Let 
Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from 
the cross, and we will believe on him," Yet 
they did not believe when he came up from the 
gravej nor had they believed evidence equally 
as conclusive received many times before 
(Luke xvi. 31). A third class of mockers is 
indicated by Luke(xxiii. 36), who says: "The 
soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, 
and offering him vinegar, and saying, If 
thou be the King of the Jews, save thyself." 
It being about the time of their midday 
meal, they insultingly offer to share with him 
their sour wine, the usual drink of Roman, 
soldiers, and so make sport of him as a pre- 
tender to royalty. The fourth and last class 
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of mockers were the thieves "that were cru- 
cified with him;" for, although only one re- 
viled him, he designated ^ class different from 
all the others, and thus all classes — Jew and 
Gentile, citizen and soldier, official and per- 
sons in private life, convict and those unac- 
cused— -joined in deriding and insulting the 
suffering Son of God. But while one of the 
thieves exhibits the brutality of his depraved 
nature by joining in the derisive taunts of 
the abusive crowd, the other has been strange- 
ly influenced by his solemn surroundings, and 
so, after rebuking his companion, he turns 
to Jesus with a faith that is truly sublime. 
He expresses his conviction that Jesus is not 
only a King, but also the Messiah, and re- 
ceives in reply the welcome assurance that 
he shall be a participant of the Master's 
glory in heaven. The unlimited power of 
the Eedeemer is herein strikingly set forth. 
Even while in the very throes of death, and 
surrounded on every hand by the powers of 
darkness, he is still able to save the very 
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chief of sinners. But the salvation of the 
thief upon the cross aflfords no encourage- 
ment for death-bed conversion, for it is prob- 
able that he had received that very day his 
first knowledge of the plan of salvation, so 
that, instead of postponing the acceptance 
of eternal life to the last opportunity, he 
really embraced the very first opportunity he 
ever enjoyed. But as another has said: "The 
Bible gives one case of death-bed repentance 
that none may despair, and gives only one 
that none may presume." 

While these cruel mockeries are being 
perpetrated, the four soldiers who guard the 
prisoner divide his clothing among them- 
selves, " casting lots for his coat, which was 
without seam, woven from the top through- 
out" (John xix. 23, 24), thus unconsciously 
fulfilling a prophecy (Psalm xxii. 18) uttered 
long years before. 

* * 
So far as we know, none of the Twelve, 
except John, had the nerve to follow their 
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Master to the place of execution; but the 
loyal, loving heart of woman, ever brave in 
the hour of real peril and faithful in the time 
of direst need, secured even for that dark 
scene a little circle of sympathizing friends, 
for "there stood by the cross of Jesus his 
mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.'' 
They were all friends true and tried, and as 
the eyes of the weary sufterer rested upon 
them his heart no doubt thrilled with a mo- 
mentary pleasure as he thought of their fi- 
delity; but it was as quickly pierced with a 
pang of regret as he thought of the sorrow 
and loneliness of his mother, who was most 
probably a childless widow; and so far for- 
getting his own sufferings for the moment, 
he occupies himself in making provisions 
for her in her declining days by committing 
her as a sacred charge into the hands of his 
firm friend; and his confidence was not mis- 
placed, for " from that hour that disciple took 
her into his own home.'^ These were the 



100 A WEEK WITH JESUS, 

friends who in other days, "when he was in 
Galilee, followed him and ministered unto 
him," and who not only followed him m Gal- 
ilee but ^^from Galilee, ministering to him " 
on his journey to Jerusalem (Matt, xxvii. 52). 
They had willingly encountered the rude 
jeers of the mocking multitude, and had 
taken their stand by the cross in order that 
they might by their presence soothe and 
comfort the weary sufierer. But even this 
melancholy pleasure was denied both him 
and them, for, driven away no doubt by their 
enemies, we subsequently find them stand- 
ing at a distance, sorrowfully contemplating 
the last scene in this dreadful drama of death 
(Mark xv. 40, 41). 

Our Lord had now hung upon the cross 
for three long, wearisome hours, during 
which his enemies had cruelly gloated over 
his sufterings; and, as if in purposed con- 
trast, for the same length of time sympa- 
thetic nature hides herself in a pall of mourn- 
ing, for "when the sixth hour was come, 
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there was darkness over the whole land un- 
til the ninth hour." From twelve o'clock 
until three the whole land of Israel was en- 
veloped in strange, supernatural darkness, 
the earth reeled with crucifixion agony, and 
the burning eye of the sun grew blind with 
grief. No ordinary eclipse could account for 
the darkness, for it was full moon when the. 
execution took place; nor could it have lasted 
so long had it been possible to occur. As 
Godwin remarks : "A heavenly brightness in 
the night had marked the time of the Sav- 
iour's birth, and now an earthly darkness in 
the day marked the time of his death." 

For six lonof hours, amid the intensest suf- 
ferings and deepest insults, Jesus had pre- 
served a silence broken only by a prayer for 
his enemies, the utterance of pardon for the 
penitent thief, and the declaration of provis- 
ion for his disconsolate mother. Not a mur- 
mur nor a word of reproach escaped his lips. 
But now the air is suddenly rent with a wild 
cry of anguish such as the world never heard 
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before nor since: ^^MoiyEloiylama sabaehtha^ 
ni?'* — '^My God, my God, why hast thou for^ 
saken me?" This cry marked the very cli- 
max of his sufferings. The quintessence of 
his anguish was the felt sense of his Father's 
desertion. In the language of Brown : " ' Fa- 
ther ' was the cry in the first prayer which 
he uttered on the cross, for matters had not 
then come to their worst; ^Father' was the 
cry of his last prayer, for matters had then 
passed their worst. But at this crisis of his 
sufferings 'Father' does not issue from his 
lips, for the light of a Father's countenance 
was then mysteriously eclipsed. An abso- 
lute desertion is not to be thought of, but a 
total eclipse of the felt sense of God's pres- 
ence the cry certainly expresses." Either 
from a misunderstanding of his words or 
from a villainous desire to plunge the cruel 
shaft of sarcasm into his soul, his enemies 
even attempt to pun upon the language of 
deaths for " some of them that stood by, when 
they heard it, said, Behold, he calleth Elias." 
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And while tljoy are uttering this rude jest 
he raakes his fifth utterance from the cross; 
for, "knowing that all things were now ac- 
eoraplished, that the scripture [Ps. Ixix. 21] 
might be fulfilled, he saith, I thirst;" and in 
answer to this cry one more humane than his 
companions "ran and filled a sponge full of 
vinegar, and put it on a reed and gave him 
to drink;" but for this he was rebuked by 
the others, who said, " Let alone, let us see 
whether Elias will come to take him down." 
After receiving the vinegar, Jesus uttered 
his sixth exclamation upon the cross — "It is 
finished '^ — and shortlv afterward his seventh 
and last: "Father, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit" And so, "when he had 
thus cried with a loud voice, he gave up the 
^ghost" — literally, *'he let go the spirit'^ — in 
fulfillment of his own words: "I lay down 
my life of myself" (John x. 18). 

The death of Christ is the most remark- 
able occurrence recorded upon the pages of 
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the world's hiistory. It stands without a par- 
allel — a wonder, a mystery, so deep that the 
mind of man has never heen ahle fnll}'^ to 
grasp it; and yet it fills the souls of rejoicing 
multitudes with "joy unspeakahle and full 
of glory." Standing as we do two thousand 
years from the scene of suffering, it is diffi- 
cult for us to grasp it as a reality. But it 
was no mythj^ and all the circumstances sur- 
rounding it tend to aggravate its horrors. 
His countrymen and his kinsmen conspire 
to take his life, urged to the dreadful deed by 
unprovoked enmity, envy, and jealousy. 
Guided by one of his trusted companions, 
they steal upon him in the lone hours of the 
night, and rudely tear him from his devotions 
as he devoutly kneels in prayer before his 
Father. They disregard his deep sorrow 
and scorn the bloody sweat which bathes his 
suffering form. They hurry him oft' to the 
hall of judgment, and, gathering around 
him, vie with each other in heaping upon 
him insults and injuries. They mock him; 
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they spit upon him; they smite him; they 
clothe him with the mock robe of royalty, 
and then with biting sarcasm hail him as 
king; they crown him with thorns, and 
press their sharp points into his tender 
temples; they bring him before the judge un- 
der a false accusation, crying the while, " Cru- 
cify him ! " and prefer that a vile robber shall 
be turned loose upon them rather than spare 
the life of the quiet, inoffensive Nazarene; 
they cruelly scourge him until his delicate 
frame is torn and lacerated, and literally 
bathed with blood. And all this he suffers 
alone, his cowardly disciples having desert- 
ed him in this dark hour of trial. From 
the judgment-hall he is hurried away to the 
place of execution; and weary and worn out 
by sorrow and suffering as he is, he is made 
to bear the heavy burden of the cross until 
he actually faints from sheer exhaustion ; and 
when the fearful spot is at last reached, they 
rudely seize him and stretch him upon the 
rough, rugged tree, while through his hands 



196 A W£EK WITH JESUS. 

aud his feet they drive huge iron spikes, 
llaving thus secured him, they raise the 
cross from the ground and drop it with a 
terrible jar into the socket prepared for its 
reception. Then they gather around and 
revile him, and cruelly mock at his suifer- 
ings as through the long, tedious hours he 
hangs suspended, with the nails tearing his 
quivering flesh, until at length life, weary of 
the fruitless struggle, quits the suffering 
body. 

But, in addition to all these physical suf- 
ferings, his soul was oppressed with agony 
still more intense, for he not only bore the 
insults of his enemies and the cruel desertion 
of his friends, but even the frown of an of- 
fended Father because he died as the repre- 
sentative sinner; for, although free from^sin 
himself, the guilt of a wicked world rested 
upon him, and so odious is sin in the sight 
of God that he withdrew his presence and 
his sympathy even from his dying Son while 
he rested under its terrible curse; and per- 
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haps this sorrow of soul occasioned by the 
desertion of his Father outweighed all his 
other sufferings combined. 

The tragedy upon Calvary is not a picture 
of the imagination, but it was an actual oc- 
currence. Christ's sufferings were real suf- 
ferings, and his death a real death. If we 
could have been there, and looked upon the 
countenance as it writhed in agony, and seen 
the blood as it flowed from the wounds, our 
impressions would be different from what 
they now are. But it may assist us to a bet- 
ter appreciation of the momentous facts if 
we remember that Christ was a true man, 
with human blood flowing through his veins, 
possessed of human sensibilities and sympa- 
thies and affections. When his friends de- 
serted him, his sensitive nature was touched 
just as ours would be under similar circum- 
stances; so that it was not a trivial matter 
that his disciples forsook him at a time when 
their very presence would have been a source 
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of comfort and strength. It was not a little 
thing that Peter denied him with oaths and 
cursing in his very presence ; that Peter, of 
whom he thought so much, for whom he had 
done so much,1ind of whom he had a right 
to expect so much, should thus repudiate 
him. It was not a small thing to have the 
brutish crowd gather around him and revile 
him as he writhed in the very agonies of 
death. Perhaps we can get a better idea of 
his sufferings by imagining ourselves m his 
position — our hands torn with nails, our 
heads pierced with thorns, our bodies worn 
with weakness and sorrow. When hurried 
off to Calvary, his body was already sore 
from the cruel scourging, and every nerve 
quick and sensitive from loss of sleep and 
protracted suffering. Such was his condi- 
tion when the great burden of the cross was 
placed upon him and he was hurried to the 
place of execution; and there, without one 
loving friend to whisper words of comfort, 
without one kind hand to press his throb- 
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bing brow, without any friendly opiate to 
diminish the pain, he is rudely seized and 
nailed to the cross; and little did the rough 
soldiers care for the pain he suffered. He 
was a condemned prisoner, and that was li- 
cense for every species of brutality and ev- 
ery kind of insult. It was a cruel, cruel 
death he died, the awful reality of which we 
cannot begin to conceive. His physical suf- 
ferings appear perfectly appalling, and yet to 
all these must be added the weightier suffer- 
ings of the soul when he was brought into 
such close contact with sin that even his Fa- 
ther turns away and leaves him to suffer 
alone. His death was not the peaceful exit 
of the soul from the body in some quiet 
chamber where weeping friends gather 
around the bedside, but it was the life-blood 
rudely torn from the veins and life itself de- 
throned by thehand of violence; and that, too, 
under circumstances the most ignominious 
and shameful it was possible for human inge- 
nuity to devise or fiendish malice to dictate. 
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• But Christ's death not only stands without 
a parallel in its ignominy and cruelty : it also 
marks a new epoch in the world's history, 
and was attended by events both strange and 
startling; for no sooner had the shout of 
triumph, "It is finished!'' died upon the 
air than " the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom." Under 
the old dispensation, none might enter the 
holy of holies, where abode the shekinah, 
except the high-priest, and even he only 
once a year, and then "not without blood " 
(Heb. ix. 7). But now, as Brown suggests, 
"the one atoning sacrifice being provided in 
the blood of Christ, access to this holy God 
could no longer be denied; and so the mo- 
ment the victim expired upon the altar that 
thick veil, which had for so many ages been 
the dread symbol of separation between God 
and guilty men^ was, without a hand touch- 
ing it, mysteriously rent in twain from top 
to bottom, as if to say: Come boldly now to 
the throne of grace. The veil is clean gone; 
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the mercy-seat stands open to the gaze of 
sinners, and the way to it is sprinkled with 
the blood of him " who through the eternal 
Spirit hath offered himself without spot to 
God." Before it was death to go in; now it is 
death to stay out. 

Simultaneously with the death of Christ 
and the rending of the Temple veil, *' the 
earth did quake^and the rocks rent, and the 
graves were opened,*' which produced a pro- 
found impression upon the minds of all who 
witnessed these strange phenomena. And 
so when the centurion who had charge of 
the execution, and who " stood over against 
him," where he could both see and hear all 
that occurred, saw that he *' cried out with 
a strong voice " — evincing none of the weak- 
ness of ordinary death — and that he gave 
up the ghost long before the usual time, and 
apparently voluntarily, he was convinced 
that the sufferer's claims to divinity as 
brought out in the trial were well founded 
and true; for ho said, "Truly, this man was 
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the Son of God." It has been conjectured 
that this officer was Cornelius, the centurion 
of Cesarea, who was afterward converted 
under Peter's preaching, and whose family 
were the first trophies of the gospel gathered 
from the Gentile world (Acts x. 1-48). 

It was contrary to the Mosaic law (Deut. 
xxi. 22, 23) for the dead bodies of those who 
had been hanged to remain Qvernight unbur- 
ied ; and so, as this was an occasion of more 
than ordinary interest and , solemnity with 
the Jews, they were very anxious to observe 
the law; and hence, as we learn from John 
(xix. 31-47), they request that the legs of 
the prisoners may be broken, in order to 
hasten their death. But when they come to 
Christ, finding him already dead, they con- 
tent themselves with piercing his side with 
a spear, thus unintentionally fulfilling' twx) 
prophecies (Ex. xii. 46, and Zech. xii. 10). 
As Campbell suggests: "This great Sacrifice 
was laid upon the altar at the hour of the 
morning sacrifice, and was finished at the 
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hour of the evening sacrifice." From nine 
till three the victim was being oflFered, and 
when the sacrifice was at last complete, the 
hour had arrived when regular work ceased 
with the Jews, the next three hours being 
employed in making preparations for the 
Sabbath, which began about six o'clock. 
The burial of the crucified convicts must 
take place before that time, and so they be- 
gin at once to make the necessary prepara- 
tions. Seeing this, "Joseph of Arimathea, 
an honorable counselor, came and went in 
boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of 
Jesus,*' He was a member of the Sanhe- 
drim, a man of position and influence, and 
had long been a disciple of the Master, "but 
secretly, for fear of the Jews." Seeing the 
object of his heart's affection exposed to ev- 
ery imaginable indignity, he suddenly loses 
his fear, and, with a faith that is truly sub- 
lime, for the first time publicly identifies 
himself with the disciples of the crucified 
Nazarene; and that, too, under circumstances 
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the most unfavorable, for he was no longer 
the iDonder-worker, as in days gone by, but he 
was dead, and his cause was apparently dead 
with him. Pilate was astonished, no doubt, 
at such a request, from such a man, and also 
to learn that the prisoner was sa soon dead, 
several days sometimes elapsing before death 
ensued from crucifixion; and so, "calling un- 
to him the centurion,*' who had charge of 
the execution, and receivivg from him his offi- 
cial testimovy to the fact of Christ's death, "he 
gave the bodj^ to Joseph, who bought fine 
linen, and took him down and wrapped him 
in the linen, and laid him in a sepulcher 
which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a 
stone unto the door of the sepulcher." From 
Matthew (xxvii. 60) we learn that this sep- 
ulcher was entirely new, being one which 
Joseph had prepared for himself, and, like 
that of Lazarus (John xi. 38), it was a cham- 
ber excavated in the rock, with a low door- 
way, but large enough for persons to enter 
it (John XX. 5-8). It was situated in -a gar- 
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den, not far from the place of execution 
(John xix. 41); and in the burial-services, as 
we learn from John (xix. 39, 40), Nicode- 
raus, and perhaps other friends, assisted. 
Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 
(liii. 9), and thus did Providence interpose to 
protect the body of our Lord from the least 
indignity after he had finished the work 
given him to do. As Alexander suggests: 
"Before that every thing was providentially 
so ordered as to aggravate, and almost ex- 
aggerate, our Lord's humiliation, so now the 
same extraordinary Providence is visible, 
protecting his remains from profanation, and 
securing them an honorable burial, prepara- 
tory to his resurrection. The insults of the 
soldiers and the rabble and the rulers are 
now followed by the tenderest attentions of 
refined and tender friendship; the scourge, 
the bufi;et, and the spittle, by delicate per- 
fumes and spices; the mock robe and thorny 
crown, by pure white linen and a grave 
where*no corpse had ever rested.'' 
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Among others who gathered around the 
hallowed spot to do honor to the dead were 
the faithful women who had followed him 
in his long pilgrimage from Galilee (Luke 
xxiii. 55, 66). But while friendship was thus 
busy in the performance of these solemn 
rites, the malignity of his enemies pursued 
him even to the grave; for, suddenly awak- 
ing to a new cause of alarm, they hurry to 
Pilate, and beg that the sepulcher may be 
guarded and sealed; but, contrary to their 
intentions, as Brown suggests, "their stone- 
covered, seal-secured sepulcher shall preserve 
the sleeping dust of the Son of God free 
from all indignities, in sublime and undisr 
turbed repose, while their w^atch shall be his 
guard of honor until the angels shall come 
and take their place! " 

Thus, less than one week from the tri- 
umphant entry of our Lord into Jerusalem, 
the same men who then hailed him as King 
mingled their voices in one clamorous chorus 
for his blood, and when at last their cruel 
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enmity was satiated ia the awful tragedy of 
the cross, they turn to observe a feast, the 
significance of which their dark deed had blotted 
out forever! And as they thus engage in the 
sacred ceremonies of that time-honored festi- 
val, the victim of their groundless prejudice, 
now forever removed from the cruel insults 
and bitter agony of that wearisome week, 
keeps the last Jewish Sabbath amid the solemn 
hush and sublime silence of the grave. 
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BUT it was impossible for death to retain 
its hold upon one who had voluntarily 
given up his life, and so, when the hour ap- 
pointed for the manifestation of his triumph 
had come, he burst the bonds of death, and 
came forth the acknowledged conqueror- of 
the grave! As he finds in woman his most 
faithful friend, so to her is given the first an- 
nouncement of his resurrection, the first 
sight of the risen Lord, and the first com- 
mission to herald the glorious truth to oth- 
ers. These faithful "women of Galilee," as 
soon as the sanctity of the Sabbath will al- 
low, repair at the earliest possible moment 
to the sepulcher for the purpose of embalm- 
ing the body of their deceased friend, thus 
evincing their ardent love for his person, but 
at the same time showing that faith in his 

(208) 
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promise and prophecy concerning his resur- 
rectioa had taken its flight even from the 
trusting heart of ivoman! To their surprise 
they find the ^^ stone rolled away,'* and the 
sepulcher empty. The " seal" had been bro- 
ken by authority from a higher court than 
that of Pilate, and the warlike Roman 
"guards" were paralyzed with fear at the 
approach of some of the majestic sentinels 
of heaven. The women, ignorant of what 
had occurred, at once conclude that their en- 
emies have removed the body to some secret 
place, and so they at once dispatch one of 
their number to inform the disciples of the 
fact. While she is gone on this errand the 
others approach nearer the sepulcher, and to 
their dismay discover the presence of two 
angels, who bear the Jirst testimony to the fact 
of the resurrection ; and when they had re- 
ceived this testimony, and looked upon the 
empty grave, "they remembered their Lord's 
words" (Luke xxiv. 8), and felt their sorrow- 
burdened souls thrill with joyful anticipa- 
14 
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tions. At the suggestion of the angels they 
hurry away to publish the glad news to the 
sorrowing disciples, and while they are gone 
Mary Magdalene, whom they had sent to in- 
form the disciples of the removal of their 
Lord's body, returns, and with her Peter and 
John. John, being the younger and fleeter 
of the two, reaches the sepulcher first, but 
pauses on the outside, whereas Peter goes at 
once into the sepulcher. John soon follows, 
and seeing the ^^ napkin and linen clothes^' 
carefully laid aside, he was convinced of his 
Master's resurrection. 

In the meantime the women have reached 
the city and informed the other disciples of 
what they have seen and heard, but "their 
words seemed to them as idle tales, and they 
believed them not." After satisfying them- 
selves that their Lord was indeed risen, Peter 
and John return to Jerusalem, "Avondering" 
at the strange things they had seen, and dis- 
cussing together the fact of the resurrection. 
But, true to her woman's nature, Mary still 
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lingers at the sacred spot, and is soon re- 
warded by a vision of angels and the sweeter 
vision of her risen Lord (John xx. 11-18), 
by whom she was commissioned to inform 
his disciples, not only of his resurrection 
from the grave, but also of his "ascension," 
at an early day, into glory. Thus these 
faithful women, who, when his disciples had 
forsaken him, had stood by him in the dark- 
est hour of his humiliation and agony, are 
now rewarded for their fidelity by being 
made the first heralds of his triumph and 
glory; so that, if woman must be made to 
bear the greater humiliation in the fall of the 
first Adam, to her must likewise be accorded 
the higher honor in the victory of the second 
Adam. 

Not she, with traitorous kiss, her Master stung; 
Not she denied him with unfaithful tongue. 
She, when apostles fled, could danger brave; 
Last at his cross, and earliest at his grave. 

True to her mission, Mary published the 
glad tidings to the wondering disciples; but 
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"they, when they had heard that he was 
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not " 
Their unbelief is more than once recorded, 
and, as Brown suggests, "is most important 
in its bearing on their subsequent testimony 
to his resurrection, at the risk of life itself." 
While the women are thus testifying to 
his resurrection in the presence of the skep- 
tical disciples, another class of witnesses ap- 
pear, attesting the same great fact in the 
presence of the Jewish officials; for the 
guards, who had been stationed around the 
grave for the purpose of keeping the body 
secure until after the time predicted for the 
resurrection, now adduce evidence the very 
reverse of what the "rulers" desired; and so, 
overwhelmed with consternation and dismay, 
tlj^^guilty murderers "take counsel'* togeth- 
er, and bribe the soldiers to keep the secret. 
But it was in vain, for the living and risen 
Christ gave unmistakable proof of his iden- 
tity ."by many infallible signs," and upon at 
least ten separate and distinct occasions: 
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1. To Mary Magdalene (Mark xvi. 9; John 
XX. 14). 

2. To the women returning from the sep- 
ulcher (Matt, xxviii. 9, 10). 

3. To Peter alone (Luke xxiv. 34; 1 Cor. 
XV. 5). 

4. To the two disciples going to Emmaus 
(Luke xxiv. 13-35). 

5. To the apostles, except Thomas (Luke 
xxiv. 36; John xx. 19, 25). 

6. To the apostles, including Thomas (John 
XX. 26, 29). 

7. To seven of the disciples at the Sea of 
Tiberias (John xxi. 1-24). 

8. To the disciples and "over five hundred 
brethren *' on a mount in Gklilee (Matt, xxviii. 
16; 1 Cor. xv. 6). 

9. To James, our Lord's brother (1 Cor. 
XV. 7). 

10. To all the apostles at his ascension 
(Mark xvi. 19, 20; Luke xxiv. 50; Acts i. 
3-12). 

To these must be added his appearance to 
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Paul (1 Cor. ix. 1, and xv. 8); and, coupled 
with the testimony of the angels and the 
Koman guards, such an array of evidence 
places the fact of our Lord's resurrection 
beyond the shadow of a doubt. No fact in 
human history is better attested. It is ut- 
terly impossible that so many persons could 
have been deceived, or that they could have 
agreed to attest a falsehood with a resolution 
and determination that caused them to suffer 
martyrdom rather than retract their testi- 
mony. Then the testimony itself comes 
from friends and foes alike, and even from 
superhuman witnesses; and among the cir- 
cle of friends there was every shade of tem- 
perament, from the nervous, impulsive Peter 
to the calm, cool, calculating Thomas, who 
could not be satisfied with any thing short of 
a mathematical demonstration. And yet the 
evidence adduced in proof of the resurrection 
was so overwhelming that it not only con- 
vinced and converted the disciples, without 
exception, from their former skepticism, but 
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it made them willing to seal their testimony 
with their life's blood. But it is well that 
this momeintous fact is thus strongly attested, 
for it is the very foundation-stone in the 
scheme of redemption, as Paul plainly proves 
in his unanswerable argument to the Corin- 
thians (1 Cor. XV. 12-26). 

The resurrection of Christ proves the value 
of preaching and the efficacy of faith, for 
"if Christ is not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain" (1 Cor. xv. 
14). It is the pledge and assurance of a gen- 
eral resurrection, for "if Christ be preached 
that he rose from the dead, how say some 
among you that there is no resurrection of 
the dead? " (1 Cor. xv. 12) ; and it is the guar- 
antee of the believer's salvation, for it is the 
seal of approbation which the Father has 
placed upon the claims and services of his 
Son ; or, as Paul says, by this fact " he hath 
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead" (Acts xvii. 31). 
Its importance, then, cannot be overesti- 
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matedy so that evidence the most incontro- 
vertible was necessary, and this our Lord 
furnished by mingling with his friends for 
the long space of "forty days" prior to his 
ascension, and establishing his identity '^ by 
many infallible proofs," such as ^^breathivg'' 
upon therriy ^^ eating'* with them^ ^^speaking'* to 
them, ^^ walking'* among them — the Greek sig- 
nifying that the strongest possible proof was 
given. For many days, and no doubt many 
times, he appeared among them, until there 
was no longer any doubt as to his resurrec- 
tion; and so, having thus qualified them for 
the work he had intrusted to their care, "he 
led them out as far as to Bethany" — that 
memorable spot so sacredly enshrihed by hal- 
lowed associations — and there, pausing, gave 
to them the great commission to "preach 
the gospel to every creature." He no longer 
limits them to the Jewish nation, as formerly 
(Mark iii. 14; vi. 12; John iv. 1, 2), for, as 
Stier suggests, " Israel is now included among 
'^e nations — the Gentiles — of the earth." 
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Having given to them this solemn charge, 
*' he lifted up his hands and blessed them/' 
and as he did so " he was parted from them 
and received up into heaven ;^' so that the last 
view they had of their beloved friend he still 
had his hands outstretched in the attitude of 
shedding down upon them the benedictions of 
heaven: for he did not disappear mysteriously, 
while their backs were turned, but, as we 
learn from Luke (Acts i. 9), " while they were 
looking at him he was taken up, and a cloud 
received him out of their sight." As far as 
their vision could go their eyes were riveted 
upon him, and after he had vanished from 
their sight they still stood "gazing up into 
heaven," until "two men in white appareP' 
— perhaps Moses and Elijah, as at the trans- 
figuration — approached them, bringing the 
comforting assurance that "this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven" (Luke xxi. 27; Mark 
xiii. 26 and xiv. 26; Matt. xxiv. 30 and xxvi. 
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64). The ascension took place probably on 
the Sabbath, and certainly "from the mount 
called Olivet*' (Acts i. 12); and thus this 
memorable mountain, the silent witness of 
so many thrilling events in the history of 
our Lord, is invested with new interest as 
the dark pall with which Gethsemane's ag- 
ony had shrouded it is exchanged for the 
bright tints of ascension glory. 

Gladly would we follow the triumphant 
Redeemer as he leaves forever the dark 
scenes of suffering and conflict of his earthly 
life and reenters his heavenly home. Gladly 
would we gaze upon the scene as he stands 
once more in the presence of the Father, sur- 
rounded by the angelic host, who quit their 
accustomed avocations and gather from ev- 
ery quarter to greet their returning Lord. 
But it is utterly vain, and perhaps impious, 
for human imagination to attempt to por- 
tray scenes so transcendently sublime. It is 
enough to know that "God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name that is 
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above every Dame," and that he is now seated 
"at the right-hand of God, on the great me- 
diatorial throne." There Stephen saw him 
(Acts vii. 55, 56), and there, the apostle as. 
suresns, "he ever liveth to make interces- 
sion *^ for his people; Though for awhile 
separated from them, he is still intensely 
interested in them, for he has "gone to 
prepare a place for them," as he promised; 
and when he has prepared that place for 
them, and each of them for his place, he 
"will come again, and receive them unto 
himself, that where he is there they may be 
also, that they may behold his glory,'' and 
share it with him, for he is their "elder 
brother,*^ and they are "joint heirs" with 
him of all the boundless possessions of God 
their Father. That such a destiny may 
await all the readers of this little book, and 
that they may thus spend not only "a week 
with Jesus," but countless cycles of vast eter- 
nity, is the earnest prayer of the author. 

THE END. 



